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He^it holds suspect in embassy Blast 


BEIRUT ( R ) '-'A - local employee of the U.S. embassy in Beirut is 
beinj.held by Lebanese authorities in connection with the April 
D*. explosion which devastated the embassy building, sources 
close to the investigation said Friday. The sources said the det- 
ainee was a low-level Lebanese employee who was arrested sho- 
rtly after the explosion. No charges had been brought. Four or five 
other. Lebanese jibi employed by the embassy were also being 
detained!. Even if their involvement in the blast was proved, they 
were not the masterminds behind the attack, the sources said. . 
More than 6n. people were killed in the blast. Among the dead 
were 1 6 American employees of the mission and visiting officials, 
including a senior analyst of the Central Intelligence Agency 
I CIA ). Robert Clayton Ames. 



Bangladesh floods hit 200,000 

DHAKA (Rj — Floods sweeping southern Bangladesh grew 
worse Friday, cutting road links between the capital Dhaka and 
the southern port district of Chittagong, state television reported. 
It said at least 2UU.IKH) people had been hit by flooding in Chi- 
ttagong and Noakhali districts and the eastern district of Svlhet as 
heavy rain continued for the third day. About 1 1 « l.t m i people 
were reported marooned and three dead in Chittagong alone as 
four rivers burst their banks and flooded Dhaka-Chiuagong hig- 
hway have been washed away. Stare radio said earlier the cou- 
ntry's major rivers, the Ganges. Meghan and Brahmaputra, were 
also flowing above danger levels. 
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Jordan sends 
tanks to Lebanon 

AMMAN {J.T.i — The. first shi- 
pment of Jordanian tanks req- 
uested for by Lebanon during its 
Defence Minister Isam Khourfs 
visit to Jordan last April is exp- 
ected to arrive Beirut Monday. 
Beirut Radio said the shipment 
includes 2t> tanks, and 15 arm- 
oured vehicles, which are pan of 
the originally agreed-upon shi- 
pment of tanks and 15 arm- 
oured vehicles. 

Aden denounces 
U.S. war games 

ADEN (Rt — South Yemen has 
denounced joint rail it a ty man- 
oeuvres planned this month by the 
United States and Egypi.-calling 
Lhem provocative and a threat to 
peace in the region. A Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said Thu- 
rsday night his country, which had 
called for the ** liquidation" of all 
foreign military bases in the Mid- 
dle East, the Red Sea and the Ind- 
ian Ocean.*' denounces such man- 
oeuvres on the territories of some 
neighbouring countries.*’ 

Pengaton gears up Tor exercises, 
page 2 

W. Berlin police 
recapture Lebanese 

WEST BERLIN (R» - Ten Leb- 
anese men awaiting deportation 
from West Berlin escaped from a 
police cell during the night but 
seven were quickly recaptured 
Friday, police said. They broke a 
window of their communal cell in 
the Siegliiz district and fled across 
a counyard and oyer a fence. All 
had served prison sentences, nine 
lor drug-dealing offences, and 
were due to be expelled in a few 
weeks, a police spokesman said. A 
search continued for the three 
men still miss'mg. 

TASS supports 
Upper Volta coup 

MOSCOW (Ri - The Soviet 
Union, in its first comment on 
Thursday's coup in Upper Volta, 
expressed indirect support Friday 
tor Thomas Sankara, the coup's 
pro- Libyan leader. Referring to 
Mr. Sankara's dismissal as prime 
minister in May by President 
Jean-Baptiste Ouedraogo. the off- 
icial news agency TASS said he 
had been removed "to the dis- 
content of the servicemen, stu- 
dents. and other strata of the pop- 
ulation.” 

Coop successful, page 8 

Rabat daily urges 
caution over Libya 

RABAT iRt — The Moroccan 
daily T Opinion, commenting on 
talks in Tripoli between Morocco 
and Libya, said Friday experience 
had taught Morocco not to be exc- 
essively optimistic about Libya’s 
real intentions. The newspaper- 
published by the lstiqlal Party led 
by Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Bouceita. said it hoped the app- 
ointment of a new ambassador to 
Libya and the visit of a high- 
ranking government delegation to 
Tripoli would be a positive step 
towards the consolidation of Arab 
ranks and unity, it added: “We 
hope so. because the experience of 
the last few years has taught us not 
to be over-enthusiastic nor to att- 
ach too much credit to certain pos- 
itions taken by Tripoli ■" 
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PCC urges 
unity, talks 
with Syria 

By JLamis K. Andoni and Abdullah Ai ‘Utorn 
with Agency dispatches 

TUNIS — Palestinian leaders meeting here 
to discuss a rift within their movement Fri- 
day called for unity and a renewal of the . 
dialogue with Syria, a spokesman said. 


vtohammad Abu Maizer. a 
member of ihe Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation i PLOj Exe- 
cutive Committee, told reporters 
set cral delegates had frankly cri- 
ticised aspects of the organisation 
of ^ asser Arafat's Fateh guerrilla 
group. 

They had urged a better balance 
within the PLO. of which Mr. Ara- 
fat is chairman, he added. 

Bul despite the criticisms all 
speakers on the third day of talks 
in the s| -member Palestine Cen- 
tral Council (PCC i stressed the 
need for unity and a resumption of 
the dialogue with Damascus, he 
said. 

Conference sources said Mr. 
Arafat, expelled from Damascus 
six weeks ago amid a continuing 
dispute with Fateh dissidents con- 
testing his leadership, would wind 
up the debate later Friday. 

They said a final communique 
expected to reaffirm the need for 
unity and a healing ot links with 
Syria would then be issued. 

Friday's session reviewed a 
cable sent by deputy commander- 
in-chief of the Palestinian forces 
Khalil AJ Wazir (Abu Jihad) sta- 
tioned in north Lebanon, who said 
the Palestinian forces he is in 
command of the Bekaa Valley are 
fully committed to Wednesday's 
call by the PCC for a ceasefire 
between Arafat loyalists and the 
rebels. He added that while his 
forces adhered to the PCC dec- 
ision to stop media attacks against 
Syria in order to pave the way for 
normalisation with Damascus 
based on strong national grounds.' 
the secessionists have rejected the 
PCC decision. 

Behind (he scenes deliberations 
over the call for a stoppage of 
media attacks included criticism of 
statements made by Mr. Arafat’s- 
deputy. Saiah Khalaf (Abu lyadi. 
during Friday's sessions in which 
he attacked the Syrian position. 
Abu Jyad's remarks were con- 
sidered by some PCC members as 
a violation ot the earlier adopted 
decision to refrain from criticising 
Syria. Fateh Central Committee 
members justified the statements 
by pointing out that they were 
made in a closed session, which 
rules out its being pan of a media 
campaign. 


"Frank debate' 

The council spokesman said: 
” The debate was frank and there 
were a number of criticisms, esp- 
ecially concerning the way Fateh is 
organised and ihe need for a more 
balanced participation of the var- 
ious components of the revolution 
in the work of the PLO." 

At Thursday night's session 
Abu lyad was said by Palestinian 
sources to Have accused Mr. Ara- 
fat's enemies of seeking to stage a 
coup. He said they were not ins- 
pired by a will for reform. 

Abu lyad- also second- 
in-command of Mr. Arafat' s own 
Fateh guerrilla group, told the 
council that if the rebels warned io 
get rid of Mr. Arafat they should 
do so in a democratic way. 

U they wanted to strip Mr. Ara- 
fat of his powers they m.ust app- 
roach ihe council. Jf such action' 
were decided on. '* it will be in acc- 
ordance with our democratic tra- 
ditions. of which we are proud." 
Abu lyad was quoted as saying. 

He added that PLO leaders 
remained ready for dialogue with 
Syria and “our brothers in ihe 
Bekaa Valley" of Lebanon — the 
scene of armed dashes between 
vlr. Arafat’s supporters and opp- 
onents. 

Mr. Arafat was expelled from 
Damascus after accusing Syria of 
supporting the dissidents. A Syr- 
ian minister later called him a" liar 
and blackmailer." 

Abu lyad said Thursday night 
the PLO would not allow any- 
Arab regime to cast a slur on Mr. 
Arafat's honour. 

Palestinian officials said the 
meeting itself, attended by vir- 
tually every top Palestinian leader 
except Ahmad Jibril. head of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine-General Command 
( PF*LP-GC ). was proof of the Paa- 
simian movement’s unity. 

The PFLP-GC. which is backed 
by Syria and Libya, said in a sta- 
tement in Damascus thai it rem- 
ained attached to the PLO and its 
institutions but was boycotting the 
funis talks in protest at Mr. Ara- 
fat's charge Lhstt it had interfered 
in the dispute within Fateh. 


Iraq says Iranians 
recaptured garrison 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said Fri- 
day Iranian troops had recaptured 
a strategic mountain peak in nor- 
thern Iraq near the Haj Omran 
garrison post. 

A military spokesman, quoted 
by the Iraqi News Agency INA. 
said Iranian troops occupied the 
summit of mount Kardemend 
Thursday night after fierce fig- 
hting. 

But he said Iraqi forces were 


still holding other peaks and the 
slopes of Mount Kardemend. 
which Iraq said it recaptured on 
July 2v. six days after Iran lau- 
nched a cross-border offensive 
ovfer the Kurdish mountains. . 

Iran aid earlier that its forces 
Thursday captured -Kordman 
mountain.” IV kilometres inside 
Iraq. 

Kordman and Kardemend app- 
eared to be the same peak. 



SPECULATIVE WATCH: a sol- 
dier of the multinational peace-keeping force in Bei- 
rut Thursday watch an Israeli military convoy rum- 
bling by, kindling speculations that Israeli forces are 


preparing for a planned partial withdrawal from 
Beirut to more secure positions in the south (A.P. 
wire photo) 


Tripoli car bomb kills 19 


TRIPOLI. Lebanon ( R) - - A car 
bomb exploded as worshippers 
streamed out of a mosque after 
noon prayers Friday and up to 2u 
people were reported killed, many 
of them young children caught as 
they played in the street. 

Almost halt of the Haret-AI 
Baqqar Mosque was destroyed, 
house fronts brought down and 
cars left blazing wrecks. 

" I was inside the mosque when 
ii went off and flying glass tell on 
us." one eyewitness, his voice still 
shaking, told state-run Beirut 
Radio." 

“We saw dead people on the 
ground - believe me. 1 counted 
seven or eight, many ot them were 
worshippers.” 

Beirut Radio said W people 
were confirmed killed and 3* 
wounded but other repons put the 
toll higher. Rescuers said they 
were still pulling people, some 
badly mutilated, trom the rubble 
five hours after the blast. 

I he attack, on the Muslim holy 
day ot the week when the devout 
attended noon prayers, raised ten- 
sion in this north Lebanese pon to 


a new height. 

Armed men from rival militias 
went onto the streets and firing 
could be heard from various pans 
of the city. 

Securin' officials estimated the 
bomb, planted in a blue saloon 
car. contained 75 kilogrammes ol 
high explosive detonated by rem- 
ote control. 

It went off in the hillside slum ot 
Kubbeh. a stronghold lor gunmen 
ot the Islamic Unification Mov- 
ement. one ot the toughest of the 
city's many warring militias. 

When Syrian troops pulled out 
ot Kubbeh as part of a surprise 
partial withdrawal from Tripoli on 
luly 2*. the green and black ban- 
ners ol the motemem soon flu- 
ttered over the abandoned pos- 
itions. 

The group, whose allegiance 
has shifted with the sands ot Tri- 
poli's murky politics, is believed to 
be generally pro-Syrian while rec- 
ciw'ng Palestinian support. 

Palestinian guerrillas occupy 
positions in the large Baddawi 
refugee camp just outside the city. 

Leftist militias opposed to the 


movement meanwhile occupied 
an oid crusader castle which dom- 
inates the city. 

Tripoli is a traditionally lawless 
port and Lebanese authorities 
have been unsuccessful in att- 
empts to bring in gendarmes to fill 
(he gap left by the Syrian pullback. 

Armed groups have fought spo- 
radic street battles against the Syr- 
ians and their local allies, mainly 
trom the minority Alawite Muslim 
sect, since the Syrians entered 
Lebanon in I ‘>76 to end a two- 
year civil war. 

T wo days ago one man was kil- 
led and three were wounded when 
gunmen shot at passers-by from a 
car in a mainly Alawite area. 

Friday's attack was the most ser- 
ious single incident of violence in 
the city since gunmen fired ind- 
iscriminately on civilians in the 
middle ot June, killing 16. 

The Islamic Unification Mov- 
ement later blamed the blast on 
" ami- Muslim plotters " who it said 
were try ing to force Lebanon into 
"the hands of Zionism, the Fal- 
angists anJ the Christians." 


Israel welcomes U.S. 
comments on settlements 


TEL AVIV i Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
Thursday night welcomed a U.S. 
statement on Israel's settlements 
in the occupied West Bank as "a 
declaration recognising reality." 

He was referring to a statement 
by Charles Lichenstein. a U.S. 
representative at the United Nat- 
ions. who said on T uesday a Sec- 
urity Council draft resolution cal- 
ling for dismantlement of the set- 
tlements was impractical and ina- 
ppropriate. 

Slate Department spokesman 
John Hughes later repeated that 
ihe resolution was “an impractical 
demand.” 

Mr. Shamir told a gathering of 
Prime Minister Menachem 
Begin's Herut Party: “This was 
perhaps not a diplomatic sta- 
tement. But it was a declaration 
recognising reality." 

“This is today a reality which 
the peoples of the area and the 
world must accept.” he added. 

.Mr. Begin has rejected an adm- 
inistration call to freeze set- 
tlement construction and aims to 
settle Kin.iHiH Israelis in more 
than l»n West Bank settlements 
by l‘>N5. 

Mr. Hughes said Wednesday 


that the United States also could 
not accept “continuing the sterile 
argument" as to whether the set- 
tlements are illegal. He said it is an 
argument that deflects attention 
from the basic issue, “namely the 
harmful impact of settlement act- 
ivity on efforts to achieve a fair 
ami peace tulresolmion of the con- 
flict over the occupied ter- 
ritories." 

He emphasised that the United 
States dives not support Israel's* 
settlement activity. He reminded 
reporters that President Reagan 
on Sept. l. I‘JN2. called for a fre- 
eze on settlement activity thr- 
oughout the occupied territories. 

Mr. Hughes told questioners 
that his statement was not a dep- 
arture in U.S. policy. but“we tho- 
ught that the cal! for the dis- 
mantling of settlements was imp- 
ractical.” 

vlr. Hughes said that the “rea- 
lities on the ground" were dif- 
ferent in the West Bank than in 
the Sinai where Israeli settlements 
were dismantled. 

He said that the Aug. 3 sta- 
tement did not negate President 
Reagan's Sept. I position or the 
•forcefulness of the president's call 
tor a settlements freeze. 


Communists hostile as Craxi holds cabinet meeting 


ROME (R) — Socialist Prime 
Minister Betrino Craxi sought to 
put his own stamp on the new Ita- 
lian government Friday as the cab- 
inet held its first meeting and ihe 
opposition Communist Party dec- 
lared open hostility to his pro- 
gramme. 

The government, a coalition of 
the majority Christian Democrats, ' 
Mr. Craxi’s socialists, and the 
small Social Democratic, Rep- 
ublican and liberal parties, was 
sworn in Thursday, almost six 
weeks after general elections. 

At Friday's cabinet meeting, 
Mr. Craxi made two immediate 
moves to try to streamline his 
work. 

He set up a nine-mao “cabinei 


council" — a type of inner cabinet 
consisting of the most important 
ministers from all five coalition 
parties. Its purpose, he told rep- 
orters. would be to allow rapid 
consultations on major issues bef- 
ore they were submitted to the 
cabinet as a whole. 

Mr. Craxi also appointed as 
under-secretary io the prime min- 
ister' s office a close aide. Giuliano 
Amato. Political sources said Mr. 
Amato was an expen in con-, 
stitutional law and would be useful 
for Mr. Craxi’s planned reforms to 
the workings of parliament and 
the government. 

Social Democratic Regional 
Affairs Minister Pierluigi Romita 
said the cabinet meeting had been 


“efficient, rapid and informal. We 
had the impression Craxi wanted 
to stan the leadership of the cab- 
inet in-his usual style." 

But the communists, angry that' 
Mr. Craxi has rejected their pro- 
posal for a left-wing coalition exc- 
luding the Christian Democrats, 
were less impressed and sharply 
attacked the new premier in their 
party daily L’unita. 

Under a headline describing the 
Craxi government as dominated 
by the Christian Democrats, the. 
paper’s editor Emanuele Mac- ■ 
aluso called it ‘‘the worst Version 
of a majority which left such a 
negative mark on the last leg- 
islature.” 

He said that in Mr. Craxfs pro- 


gramme and cabinet line-up “not 
only is there no sign of a shift to 
the left as had been forecast with 
the socialist premiership, but a 
more dearly conservative imprint 
can be seen.” 

In another article Alfredo Rei* 
chlin. a member of the party sec- 
retariat, said the Christian Dem- 
ocrats were trying to push the soc- 
ialists into a confrontation wit' 
the trade unions. 

Under Christian Democratic 
pressure. Mr. Reichlin said. Pre- 
mier Craxfs programme had been 
rewritten to include a three-year 
freeze on real wages tied not to 
productivity but to working hours. 
Adriot manoeuvring behind 
Craxi’s success, page 8 


McFarlane 
to visit 
Syria today 


BEIRUT (Ri - U.S. special 
envoy Robert McFarlane. ann- 
ouncing plans io go to Syria Sai- 
urday for key talks. Friday urged 
all sides in the Lebanon crisis Co 
“take risks." 

Speaking after a 75-minute 
meeting with Lebanese Prime 
Minisier Shafiq Al Wazzan. he 
said he whs "very encouraged" by 
(he Lebanese government's det- 
ermination io take risks in its own 
eftons to gel foreign forces out of 
its territory. 

"1 don't minimise the job." said 
vlr. McFarlane. who was named 
Iasi month io replace envoy Philip 
Habib. "There has to be a wil- 
lingness on the pan ol other cou- 
ntries — Israel. Syria and the Pal- 
estinian community — also to take 
risks. " 

He did not spell out what he 
meant, but he seemed io want the 
various parties to climb down 
from their fixed positions if his 
current Middle East shuttle mis- 
sion was to succeed. 

vlr. McFarlane. who returned 
Thursday from Israel as pan of his 
first shuttle since replacing Mr. 
Habib, is trying to revive stalled 
U.S. eftons to get Israeli. Syrian 
and Palestinian forces out of Leb- 
anon. Hb arrival coincided with 
new clashes between Druze and 
rightist militia in mountains south 
and east of Beirut. 

Lebanon is calling on Israel to 
present a timetable for complete 
withdrawal of its invasion force. 
But the Israelis, who plan a partial 
pullout from the Beirut outskirts 
to more secure positions in the 
south, have refused to do this. 

Mr. Wazzan said .vlr. .McF- 
arlane had brought many ideas 
back from his tdks with Israeli 
leaders. 

But he said: “Though these 
ideas constitute some kind of pro- 
gress towards our demand, they 
'have not yet finally crystallised 
and it seems they require further 
contacts.” 


Bani Hassan reaffirm 
full loyalty to Hussein 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


A M v] AN - • Bani Hassan. one ot 
the biggest bedouin tribes in Jor- 
dan. have reaffirmed iheir full 
loyalty to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's leadership and pledged to 
continue full cooperation with the 
government over a land dispute in 
the north-east of the country. 

In a statement signed by 4i < chi- 
euains of the Bani Hassan tribe 
M ednesday. they denounced att- 
empts by certain "quarters" to 
manipulate a trivial incident that 
took place near Zarqa late last 
Ramadan. The statement did not 
specify who the quarters were, but 
the accusation pointed at Syria 
which tried to full tensions thr- 
ough repealed media broadcasts 
against Iordan. 

The statement said: "As some 
panics have tried to manipulate 
this trivial incident between the 
members of the one family, and 
turn ti into a subject of con- 
trmersy by incorporating it into 
differences prevailing in the Arab 
region through statements and 
radio stations, giving the issue 
names and false orientations, we 
find this an opportunity to express 
our loyalty to our leader King 
I lusscin. and our adherence to the 
integrity of our loyal family and 
deep-rooted Arab morals. We 
express our respect for ail those 
trusted by the King among our 
countrymen, confident that ihe 
great Jordanian people will realise 
the value ot security ami stability 
we enjoy, which has been an asset 
env tc J by all." 

Proclaiming their loyally to 
King Hussein and the Jordanian 
government, ihe statement said. 
“As wc regreL the incident, in 


which no single drop of Jordanian 
blood was shed, we beliete that 
King Hussein will preserve the 
rights Khalaileh and Zawahreh 
tribes of Bani Hassan to their land, 
as he has always been a live emb- 
odiment of justice nnd wisdom, 
and ev eryone knows the extent ol 
his concern for ihe preservation 
and protection of his people's 
rights." The Khalaileh and Zaw- 
ahreh are two branches of the big- 
ger Bani Hassan tribe who were 
directly involved in the land dis- 
pute. 

I 'he statement followed Synan 
claims that there were clashes 
between the Bani Hassan tribe 
and the Jordanian security forces 
in Zarqa and Mafraq during the 
final days of Ramadan. 

Jordanian officials denied these 
claims which arose after the rem- 
ov ai of some buildings which were 
constructed on sLate-owned land 
in a tew places in the Zarqa area. 
Bani Hassan claim the land in que- 
stion historically belongs to them, 
and the incident they mentioned 
in their statement presumably ref- 
ers to a reported clash in which 
members of the tribe tried to stop 
security forces from fencing in the 
disputed land. 

The tribal chieftains ended their 
statement by saying: “We are cer- 
tain that the reign of law will pre- 
vail. and following the directives 
and example of King Hussein, we 
will always remain the homeland's 
strong fence, and the loyal soldiers 
ol the Great Arab Revolt." 

l'hc statement was signed by 
Jasein Al* luan. a member ol the 
Upper House ol Parliament, and 
by Abdullah Akhon ReisheJah. 
who is a National Consultative 
Council (NtVi member, among 
others ot the Bam Hassan not- 
ables. 


Shultz names new aide 
for Middle Eastern affairs 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
named a new assistant for Middle 
Eastern affairs Thursday but said 
ihe change represented no switch 
in U.S. policy lor the region. 

Mr. Shultz announced that the 
assistant secretary ot siatc for 
Near Eastern and South Asian 
aifairs. Nicholas Veiioies. warned 
“to go on io something else" and 
President Reagan wouij nom- 
inate Richard Murphy, now amb- 
assador to Saudi Arabia, to rep- 
lace him. 

vlr. Shultz said vlr. Veiioies 
would be named ambassador to 
Egypt, replacing Roy Atherton, 
who would return to Washington. 

' The nominations are subject to 
Senate confirmation. 

Mr. Shultz told reporters that 
the staff changes did not mean a 
change in U.S. policy in ihe Mid- 


dle East. 

"I think our policies are very 
dear and they're the right pol- 
icies." vlr. Shultz saiJ. 

He also said the change ref- 
lected no unhappiness with Mr. 
Veiioies at the State Department 
or the White House. 

It follows last month's rep- 
lacement ol U.S. Middle East 
envoy Philip Habib by Robert 
McFarlane. who is now in the 
Middle East discussing ways of 
getting foreign troops out ot Leb- 
anon. 

vlr. Murphy, who in l*>7-t bec- 
ame the first U.S. ambassador to 
Syria after the break in relations 
between the two countries su- 
mming from the l'>67 Middle East 
war. will come to his new post m a 
lime when Syria presents the most 
important immediate roadblock 
to U.S. policies in ihe Middle East. 


Libya briefs Soviets 
on American ‘threats’ 


BEIRUT tRi - Libya briefed the 
Soviet Union Friday on "Ame- 
rican threats and provocations 
against the Libyan People." the 
official news agency JANA rep- 
orted. 

In an apparent retcrence to the 
war in Chad. JANA said: " The 
Soviet Union is being put in the 
picture because of the importance 
of i he matter, which might spill 
over the area and endanger world 
peace and security.” 

The agency, in a despatch rec- 
eived in Beirut, said Foreign Lia- 
ison Secretary /Foreign Minister) 


Abdul Ati Obeidi met the Soviet 
ambassador to Libya in Tripoli 
Friday morning. It did not name 
the envoy. 

The Soviet Union is Libya's 
major weapons supplier. 

The United States announced 
Thursday it was stepping up aid to 
help the Chad government of Pre- 
sident Hissene Habrc fight off 
Libyan-backed rebels. Chad is 
also receiving American 
shoulder-launched anti-aircraft 
missiles. 

French guns arrive in Chad, page2 


Andropov says arms talks 
practically at standstill 


MOSCOW (Rj - Soviet Pre- 
sident Yuri Andropov met Pro- 
tuguese Communist Party leader 
Alvaro Cunhal Friday and told 
him he considered disarmament- 
talks with the U.S. in Geneva had 
come practically to a standstill. 
TASS news agency reported. 

Mr. Cunhal is visiting Moscow 
at the invitation of the Soviet 
Communist Party Central Com- 
mittee. 

“The Geneva talks are pra- 
ctically at a standstill and the peo- 
ples of Europe find themselves’ 
confronted with a very dangerous 
situation . threatening their pea-.*, 
ceful life and iheir future," TASS 


quoted Mr. Andropov as saying. 

The Kremlin has repeatedly 
said ii will take “decisive mea- 
sures” should failure to agree at 
Geneva result in the deployment, 
as planned, of new U.S. missiles in 
Western Europe. 

It has dropped broad hints that 
this might mean new Soviet mis- 
■siles might be based on the ter- 
ritory of Moscow's eastern Eur- 
opean allies. 

TASS said it was noted at the 
meeting that the Portuguese 
Communist Party and the Soviet 
party had “identical appraisals” of 
the interna fionai situation. 
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French guns arrive in Chad 

N’DJAMENA (R) — A first consignment of French 
anti-aircraft weapons arrived in N’djamena as the 
government accused Libya of extending its air raids 
and of dropping bombs containing phosphorus on 


civilian targets 


French sources in N'djamena 
said fresh arms supplies were del- 
ivered 10 Chad on Wednesday but 
declined in disclose their nature. 

Local military sources said they 
were mainly anti-aircraft weapons 
France agreed to supply earlier 
this week in response to Libya's 
alleged air attacks. 

Inlormation \1inisicr Soumuila 
vlahamat. said Thursday air att- 
acks were no longer restricted to 
Faya-Largeau and that new tar- 
ge is included Oum-l'halouba and 
Kalait. small towns in the nor- 
theast that ('had government tro- 
ops retook three weeks ago. 

He denied a Libyan news age- 
ncy siatemem that they had fallen 
back into rebel hands. 

Libya has repeatedly denied 
that its air lorce is involved but 
Western diplomatic sources in 
VJjamcna said there was ove- 
rwhelming evidence to the con- 
trary. 

v’lr. vlahamat charged that Lib- 
yan vliG-2lsand vl»G-23s as well 
as hclicopLer gunships had dro- 
pped tonnes of bombs on Faya- 
Largeau since the oasis town was 
retaken on Saturday by troops 
loyal to President Hissene Habre. 

vlcdical sources confirmed 
government claims that bombs 
with phosphorus were used on 
Fay a-Largeau. 

A French nurse working in a 
Vdjamena hospital told Reuters 
she had trcateJ people evacuated 
from the northern front who bore 
the distinctive burn marks of that 
type of bomb. One had his eyes 
burn i out. she said. 

vlr. vlahamat issued another 
urgent plea to France to provide 
air cover to stop Libya from con- 
tinuing the alleged air raids. Fra- 
nce lias so far said it will stick to 
the letter of a I ‘>76 military coo- 


peration agreement barring out- 
right intervention. 

vlr. vlahamat said government 
tronps were holding on to their 
positions in Kalait and Oum- 
c'halouba. 25i> kilometres east of 
Faya-Largeau but that heavy air 
raids made their situation difficult. 

vlr. vlahamat told reporters the 
rebels were apparently trying to 
make their way back to Abeche. a 
strategic eastern town recaptured 
by government forces in mid-July. 

vleanwhile. ‘ a Reuter cor- 
respondent reported seeing in 
Vdjamena Friday a government 
minister the Libyan news agency 
JANA said had been captured by 
the rebels at Oum-CTialnuba. 

According 10 the agency. Public 
Works viinister Hassan Djamnuss 
had confirmed that President His- 
sene Habre died in Faya-Largeau. ' 

A top government official Jis- 
mssed the report saying, "no gov - 
emmem minister is reported mis- 
sing." 

vlr. Habre has been away trom 
Vdjamena for over a week and 
government sources said he was 
leading his troops "somewhere on 
the northern front." 

U.S. boosts aid 

WASHINGTON i R > • The 

Reagan administration, gravely 
concerned about the broadening 
conflict m ('had. has more than 
doubled L.S. aid to help the gov- 
ernment of President Hissene 
Habre fight off a Libyan-backed 
insurgency. 

U.S. officials said Thursday an 
extra M5 million, on top of \|n 
million already pledged, was nee- 
ded urgently because of, what it 
called the "radically altered sit- 
uation" resulting from large-scale 
Libyan bombing raids. 


The bullet-sprayed facade of the N'djamena cathedral (A.P. wir- 
ephoto) 


No details were given ol the 
extra aid. which State Department 
officials said would be uscJ to 
provide the Chadian government 
with -a reasonable chance to def- 
end itself against Libyan esc- 
alation." 

The announcement was made 
alier(.'had had received American 
shoulder-launched anti-aircraft 
missiles to help government forces 
fight off the reported Libyan plane 
attacks. The missiles were part of 
the original Sin million in aid; of 
which three-quarters had been 


expended, officials said. 

President Reagan Thursday 
praised Zaire's President vlnbutu 
Sesc Scko for his "courageous acL- 
nm“ in sending up to I.bootmops 
to \ 'had. plus six aircraft, in free 
v'hadian forces to tight the rebels. 

The United States has sent 
about 3u shoulder- fired anti- 
aircraft missiles to (.'had. together 
with three trainers to provide ins- 
truction on iheir use. France also 
has sent anti-aircraft weapons but 
Paris has not responded to vlr. 
Habre' s appeal for air support. 


Palestinians rap Omani 
statement about Israel 


Jeddah denies blocking 
Iranian pilgrimage plans 


•KUWAiriRj’ • Palestinian org- 
anisations in Kuwait Friday den- 
ounced statements by loussef 
Al-Alawi. Oman's minister of 
state for foreign affairs, in which 
he called on the Arabs to make 
peace with Israel. 

A statement issued by the org- 
anisations said the call was unp- 
recedented since the signing of the 
( amp David accords (between 
Egypt and Israel in |v7n». 

vlr. Alavvi told a press con- 
ference in Kuwait on Aug. 2: "We 
can see now or 1 5 years later that 
we must end the state ol bel- 
ligerent^ with Israel and make 
peace with it. 

"In lact wc arc in an indirect 
state of peace with Israel by acc- 
epting United Nations resolutions 
which all call tor Israel's exi- 
stence." 

In their statement Friday, the 


Palestinian organisations said vlr. 
Alawi’s calf comes at a time when 
the conspiracy against the Pal- 
estinian revolution is intensifying 
and Israeli repressive measures in 
the Arab occupied territories is 
increasing. 

Iran denounces Oman 

TEHRAN (Rj • Iran has den- 
ounced an Omani call for a joint 
Arab naval force to guard the Gulf 
against threats from Iran, calling it 
pan of an American plot to dis- 
rupt the region. 

Tehran Radio quoted Deputy 
Foreign vl'mister Hossein She- 
ikhoieslam as saying Iran had alw- 
ays ensured the safety of shipping 
in the Gulf and would continue to 
do so. provided that there were no 
auacks which cut Iran's oil exp- i 
orts. I 


BAHRAIN (R) - Saudi Arabia 
has denied Iranian charges it was 
limiting the number of Iranians 
wishing to perform the holy pil- 
grimage' to Mecca and vledina. the 
official Saudi press agency rep- 
oned. 

The minister of pilgrimage and 
religious endowments. Abdul- 
Wahab Abdul- Wassie. told a news 
conference Thursday Saudi Ara- 
bia had not asked Iran to reduce 
the number of pilgrims it was sen- 
ding to the holy places this year, 
the official agency said. 

The pilgrimage season begins in 
September and ends early in Oct- 
ober after Eid AJ-Adha ( feast of 
sacrifice). 

vlr. Abdul- Wassie was also 
quoted as telling local reporters 
Thursday night his country had 
never asked the Iranians to reduce 
the number of flights bringing in 


Iranian pilgrirttb. 

He said N5JNJ0 Iranian pilgrims 
were expected in Saudi Arabiaout 
of a total of two million pro- 
spective pilgrims. 

Past problems 

Mr. Abdui-Wassie said Iranian 
pilgrims three years ago had 
begun to behave in a manner no 
sovereign state could accept. "The 
kingdom's sovereignty over its. 
territory, including vlecca and 
vledina. is unquestionable." he 
added. 

The minister said the Iranians 
had insisted on holding pro- 
cessions and demonstrations 
which contradicted Islamic tea- 
chings. 

Iran has accused Saudi Arabia 
of limiting the number of Iranian 
pilgrims and not cooperating in 
preparations for their reception in 
the kingdom. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre . TeL 

.American Centre 

Americas C e ntr e Ubnuy — 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute ...... — .......... 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre — .- — 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Haya Arts Centre — ..... — . 

Hussein Youth City 

Y.W.C-A. 

Y.W.M.A. — 

Amman Municipal Library — 
University of Jordan Library 
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MUSEUMS 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean old. Also mosaics 
from Madata and Jeraih (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening horns; 9.00 a.m. - 5 
pm. Year-round. TeL 51760. 

Jordan Ar cha e o logical Maaprm; Has an 
excellent collection of the amiqiihies of 
Jordan. Jabal A1 QaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening boms: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 am 
4.00 pm). Closed Tuesdays. » 

Jordan National Gaftery: Contains a col- 
lection of p ainting s, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture bv contemporary Islamic artists 
from most ol llK Minfin eoiuurieaad a 
collection of paintings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. Muntazab. Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 1 U.ttJ am 
1.3(1 p.m. and 3 JO p.m. - WHI p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 30128. 

MBttary Museum: CoDecucm of military 
memorabilia dating bom the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 
Opening hours 9 am-4 p.m. Closed 
Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 

Popular life of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 am - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 37169. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


Lions Amman Ck»b. Meetings every 
fin* and third Wednesday at the Tychc 
Hotel 1 3t) pain. 

lions PhBadeiphia Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Amman Marriott Hotel 130 pm 
Ph flarirlptri a Rotary Chita- Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 pan. 

Rntary Club- Meetings every Tuesday 
at the huetcommental Hotel. 2.00 pm 
Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 

Sl. Joseph Church | Roman Catholic) 1 
Jabal Amman, tel 24590. 

Church ot the Annunciation (Roman 
Carbolic! Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

De la Safe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 


Chnrdi of the Amnadatloa (Creek 
Orthodox l Abdali. 23541. 

Angfeau Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer! Jabal Amman. 41559. 
Artrenmn Catholic Church Ashrafieh, 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashrafieh. 
75261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 7J751. 

Amman Intentadooal Church (Inter- 
denominational I: meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeham. 663249. 
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Pentagon 
gears up 
for Mideast 
exercises 


WASHINGTON (R) - The Pen- 
tagon said about 2.N»Hi U-S. tro- 
ops will take pan in -joint exercises 
with Somalia starting nesi week, 
almost three times as many as in 
Iasi years manoeuvres. 

The Somali exercise is one of 
four separate manoeuvres 'in 
which U.S. forces are taking pan 
this month. 

Advance ground panies and 
some aircraft, including two Air- 
borne Warning and Control Sys- 
tems (AW ACS 1 aircraft, are alr- 
eady in the region to prepare for 
exercises with Egypt. Sudan and 
Oman, as well as the Somali man- 
oeuvres. 

Defence officials said the Som- 
ali exercises, code-named "Eas- 
tern wind." would include a Mar- 
ine amphibious landing near Ber- 
bers and training operations by 
the aircraft carrier Carl Vinson in 
the Indian Ocean. 

Last year's Somali exercises, 
which also included a vlarine lan- 
ding. involved about 1 .nun troops, 
the officials said. 

Officials said the four exercises 
would be led by the central com- 
mand. the former Rapid Dep- 
loyment Force formed to protect 
U.S. security interests in the reg- 
ion. 

About 5. 5th » U.S. troops will 
take pan -in the Egyptian exe- 
rcises. code-named "Bright Star", 
and about K5( i troops in the Sudan 
exercises, called "Natural Bond". 

viilitary sources said exercises 
also would be held with Oman, but 
they would probably not be ann- 
ounced publicly because of Omani 
sensitivities over being linked too 
closely with the United States. 

Arms in Alexandria 
CAIRO (Rl — Heavy equipments 
and arms to be used by 5.5 ih» 
American troops in U.S.- 
Egyptian military exercises, next 
week were being unloaded from a 
U.S. ship Friday, eyewitnesses 
said. 

The ship, the Callaham. docked 
at a naval base in Alexandria and 
was being unloaded under tight 
security, they said. 

U.S. and Egyptian officials at a 
joint press office set up in a Cairo 
hotel for the exercises refused to 
comment. 

One Egyptian official there said 
the news blackout on the mov- 
'ement of troops and equipment 
would continue until the war exe- 
rcises began. 

Tanks for Lebanon 
WASHINGTON (R) - The Pen- 
tagon has notifieid-Coagress that it 
planned to sell Lebanon 6tf tanks 
with spare pans and ammunition* 
for S64 million. 

It said the sale of v!4X-a5 tanks 
would be part of the Reagan adm- 
inistration's effon to help the 
Lebanese government maintain 
security. 

The tanks, an improved model 
of those used by the U.S. army in 
the Korean War. would be enough 
to equip two battalions. 


Greece, Cyprus perceive more 
Western support for reunification 


ATHENS (R) — Greece and 
Cyprus said Friday the West app- 
eared to be shifting coward sup- 
port of Cypriot demands for reu- 
nification and the withdrawal of 
Turkish troops. 

Cypriot President Spyros Kyp- 
rianou.starting a two-week visit to 
Greece, met Greek Prime viin- 
ister Andreas Papandreou to rev- 
iew recent developments on Cyp- 
rus. 

vlr. Papandreou. whose cou- 
ntry is currently president of the 
ln-nation European Community, 
told reporters after the meeting: 

“A change of climate is app- 
earing among the Westerners, in 
Western Europe, and this, plus the 
fact we have the presidency, 
.means that very probably — we 


can't be absolutely sure the with regard to the Cyprus nro- 
Community itself will take a clear blem.” 
stand on the Cyprus issue.” Informed sources say U.S. off- 

in vlay. the U.N. General Ass- -kHals see a link between the Cyp- 
embly approved by 103 votes to ms issue and Greek-U.S. talks on 


five a toughiy-worded resolution 
calling for the withdrawal of Tur- 
kish troops who have occupied 


American bases in Greece, con- 
cluded successfully last month. 
They say that success may 


northern Cyprus since Turkey's- prompt Washington, seen by dip- 
I Q74 invasion. Initials as a key in ihe Cyprus sit- 


Non-aligned and Eastern bloc 
countries backed the motion but 
the U.S. and all Community 
members except Greece. Ireland 
and France abstained. 

vlr. Kyprianou. who had talks 
last month with British Prime Min- 
ister vlargarei 'Thatcher, said Fri- 
day: 

•■We discern an improvement in 


uatinn.to take a more sympathetic 
stance towards Nicosia’s asp- 
irations. 

vlr. Papandreou earlier this 
week described as very positive a 
statement by vlrs. Thatcher that 
Britain was firmly opposed to the 
division of Cyprus. 

He condemned moves by the 
Turkish Cypriot leadership in the 


the international climate gen- north of the island towards dec- 
erally. and within the West as well. laring an independent state. 


British army deserter allegedly planned 
to assassinate Maltese prime minister 


VALLE TTA (R) — An Algerian 
told a magistrate's court Thursday 
that a 2o-year-old British army 
deserter had planned to kill Vlal- 
tese Prime viinister Dom vtintoff 
as he left his office in Valletta. 

Anthony Price of vlerthyr Tyd- 
fil. South Wales, who was arrested 
on April 13. has been charged 
with conspiring to subvert the 
government of vlalta by taking up 
arms with others to compel the 
government to change its policies. 
He pleaded not guilty to the cha- 
rge. 

Algerian Danya 1 Baouya told 
the court that he had acted as int- 
erpreter between a Tunisian. Ben 
Arous. and Price while the three 
were in the immigration section of 
the prison. 

Baouya said Price told him that 


Turkey fines 
British artist 

ANKARA (R) — A British artist, 
arrested last month with his Greek 
girlfriend for boating illegally in 
Turkish waters, was fined Friday 
insteattbf serving-0'2n-ffifimtrfflr 
sentence. Greek officials here 
said. 

Trevor Simeons. 42. who lives 
in Rome, was sentenced to jail 
■Thursday by a court in the sou- 
thern resort of Kas for illegal fis- 
hing. 

He was seized on July 17 with 
viatilde Spyratou. 31. her nine 
year-old son and two of his chi- 
ldren during a fishing trip in a 
small boat from the nearby Greek 
island of Kasielorizon. the off- 
icials said. 

They were freed on bail shortly 
afterwards and charged with ent- 
ering Turkey illegally and vlr. 
Simeons faced the additional cha- 
rge of illegal fishing. 

Greek officials said the Kas 
court decided Friday to commute 
the jail term into a fine, which they 
did not specify. They said the 
group would be returned to the 
island within 24 hours. 


while serving with the British 
army in Germany "persons" 
whom he did not identify had con- 
tacted him and asked him to shoot 
vlr. vtintoff. A German woman 
was to have brought arms and 
money to vlaiia. Price offered to 
help Arabs escape from jail after 
which they would lie low in the flat 
of the Tunisian's girlfriend. 

They were also to steal a hel- 
icopter and fly out to give the imp- 
ression that they had left the island 
but were to return at a low altitude 
to deceive radar. The shooting was 
to take place then and the three 
were to steal a boat and leave 
vlalta. 

First stop would be Italy from 
where Price was to have made his 
way to France lo join the foreign 
legion. 


The vfaJiese police have des- 
cribed Price os a sharpshooter and 
a follower of Libyan leader vlua— 
mmar Oadhafi. 

Price was picked up by vlahcse 
police in April because he had no 
means ol subsistence. On June 20. 
a magistrate ordered his imm- 
ediate release on the grounds that 
he had been detained for b5 days 
without being charged. On June 
27 he was remanded in custody. 

Price denied he had come to 
vlalta to kill vlr. vtintof f. On des- 
erting from the British army he 
came to vlalta because he said the 
Island was the last place where the 
army would look lor him. 

He denied in a statement Bao- 
uya' s story that he planned to kill 
vlr. vtintoff. 


Arab League denounces 
‘provocative’ U.S. actions 


TUNIS (R) — The Arab League 
has denounced what it called pro- 
vocative actions by the United 
.-States agatostJJbyajiv-well as its. 
use of the veto to bloc a United 
Nations resolution on Israel. 

The 21 -member League's sec- 
retariat said in a statement: "The 
hostile American initiative at the 
U.N. Security Council is acc- 
ompanied by another especially 
serious action. 

"The United States has taken 
the initiative of increasing the ten- 
sion in the Mediterranean by mak- 
ing provocative actions with their 
naval and air forces in the dir- 
ection of the Libyan shores, an act- 
ion that can only be perceived as a 
threat against an Arab country, 
member of the League.” 

It added that the Arab League 
"which has always worked for an 
improvement in Arab- American 
relations... deeply regrets this pol- 
icy and warns against the dangers 
it represents for Arab-Amcrican 
relations." 


Numeiri attacks League 

JEDDAH (R) — Sudanese Pre- 
sident dsfaar Nuirfein^'HaS stir-' * 
ongly criticised Arab League. 
Secreiaiy-General Chadli Klibt 
for failing to convene an Arab 
summit ahead of a routine session 
scheduled for November. 

In an open letter published in 
several Arabic newspapers here 
Thursday vlr. Numeiri said: 
"Three months from now can 
deepen the division and des- 
truction of the Arab World. 

"in view of pressing Arab dev- 
elopments. the Palestinian tra- 
gedy and the deteriorating Leb- 
anese situation why... do you not 
summon an emergency Arab 
summit?" 

Asking if vlr. Klibi had been 
pressured by Syria and Libya to 
delay a summit. Mr. Numeiri 
added: " Y ou are obliged to be the 
voice of the Arab Nation to mob- 
ilise itself, regard less of any lack of 
response to your call from some ■ 
Arab governments.” 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This in formation b supplied by Alia inf- 
ormation department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport, tel (03) 53250, 
53070, 53082, S3 171, where it should 
always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

9fcS5 Cairo (EA) 

08:45 Cairo (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

09:15 Abu Dbabt (RJ) 

•fcJJ Jeddah (RJ) 

0&36 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

09:49 Dhahran (RJ) 

•9:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

IlfcOQ — — Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

10:15 - Beirut (RJ) 

lfe35 Muscat. Dubai. Abu Dhabi, Bah- 
rain (GA) 

11:30 Lamafca (Cyprus Air) 

1*25 Cairo (EA) 

14:40 — Kuwait (KAC) 

15J0 Cairo (EA) 

16£S — ... Copenhagen, Athena (SK) 
16-30 — Rio de Janeiro, Lisboa (LA) 

17:15 Frankfurt. Geneva (RJ) 

17:15 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid. Tripoli (RJ) 

17:45 Athena (GA) 

18:00 Copenhagen. Athens (RJ) 

1845 .......... Rome (Alitalia I 

1&30 Cairo (RJ) 

19:40 Frankfurt (LH) 

19£5 Cairo (EA) 

20:15 Beirut (MEA) 

2030 Athens (Olympic) 

•fc2 5 Cairo (EA) 

- Cairo (RJ) 

8*45 Baghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 

07:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

07:40 Beirut. Paris (AF) 

07:55 ....................... Cairo (EA) 

Wk30 - Athena (Olympic) 

•0505 laMimainuiiHira BcilUt (MEA) 

11*00 Vienna. New York (RJ) 

IL'15 Tunis,. Caubianca (RJ) 

11*20 .i.m a M.rH.im»miii l i Atlltlkl (GA) 

11:30 Cairo (RJ) 

1200 ............. Pari*. London (RJ) 

12d5 Lam aka (Cyprus Air)) 

1*15 Cairo (EA) 

15M0 - Kuwait (KACl 

1730 ■•lliHiaiiilliliUiffiHUi Baghdad (IA) 
18d0 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Dubai, 
Muscat (GA) 


18:45 

1900 

19:15 ...... 

19:40 ...... 

20:15 ...... 

akso — 

28J0 

2fc55 

0U25 

04:45 


Beirut (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Dhahran (RJ) 

Jeddah (Saudia) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Cairo (EA) 

Cairo (EA) 

.... Cairo (EA) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 

Local seUlbuy rates in fib 

Belgian franc 69' 69.4 

Dutch guilder 123.6/ 124.3 

Egyptian guinea 321.3/ 325 J 

French franc 45.9/ 46.2 

Iraqi dinar ... 450/ 456 J 

Kalian lire (lor 1U0) ...... 23 J/ 23 5 

' Japanese yen (for 1CK1J 151.1/ 152 

Kuwaiti dinar .. 12492' 1254.5 

Lebanese lira 79.1/ H0.6 

Omani riyai 1(157.5/ 1061 2 

Oaumriyal 100.2/ 101.9 

Saudi riyai 106.2/ 106.5 

Swedish crown ............... 47.1/ 47.4 

Swiss franc. 170.7/ 171.7 

Syrian lira 63.6 / 64.i 

UAE dirham 99.7/ Id! 

U.KL sterling pound 550.1/ 5534 

U.S. dollar 367.5/ 369.5 

W. German mark 138.2 / 139 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deportment of 
Meteorology. 

It will be lair, with northwesterly mod- 
erate winds. In Aqaba, winds win be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Lotylhigh temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 21/33 

Aqaba 25/41 

Deserts 22133 

Jordan Valley .. 2V39 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance — 193. 75111 

Firwaid. fire, police 199 

Blood bank — 75121 

Civil Defence rescue ... 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192. 21111. 37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police - 56390-1 

Electric Power Co — 36381-2 

Municipal water service 71125-K 

Queen Alia Ini. Airport - (08) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre . 813813-32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amman 4428 1 -» 
AJcicb Maternity, i. Amman 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity — 42362 

Math as. J. Amman 361 4» 

Palestine. Shmenani .* 664171-4 

Shraeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital K45K45 

Dor Al-Shila. J. Hussein 667158 

Al-Muasher Hospital - 667227-9 

The Islarnie. Abdali 665292 

Al-AhlL Abdali ... 664164 

Italian. Al-Muhajrecn .j, 77101-3 

AJ- Bashir. J. Ashrafieh ........... 75111 

Army. Marka 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Or. Walid Sahawnch 79997 


Dr. Mahmoud Khalil Outran ... 73172 

Ai Salam pharmacy (24 hn.) — 3673o 

Al Hflcmah pharmacy 26571 

Al Mahatta pharmacy 55453 

Al Shakhshnr pharmacy 66*»4*»5 

AJ Ja'fari pharmacy 7267« 

Rainbow tasi 37249 

Khascm taxi 43620 

Ambassador taxi 664660 

Kamak taxi 666761 

Nahda taxi 663»o3 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ghassan Al Faqih 86J32 

Al Hav-nox pharmacy I — I 

IRBID: 

Dr. Anwar AJ Sbhoul 2624/726MI 

Al Ran pharmacy 20*1 

GENERAL 

Jordan Television 731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7-41 1 1 

Ministry of Tourism - 4231 1 

Hotel complaints 666412 • 

Price coraplauus 661 170 

Telephone: 

Informarion J2 

Jordan and Middle East calls Jd 

Overseas calls 17 

Cable or telegram 18 

Repair service 1 1 


MARKET PRICES 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 32, Aqaba 40. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 36 pet cent, Aqaba 18 
percent. 


Upper‘Iower price 

Apple (American) 

Apple (Smith) 

Apple (local) 

Apricou 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammir) ™, 

Beans 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower (white) 

Cherries 

Corn 

Cucumber (luge) — 

Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant (large) — 

Eggplant (Small) 

Fafckoos 

Garlic 

Grapes 


ut file per kg. 

500/450 
. — 500 / 450 
. — 160/ 120 
i..u. 3(H) / 250 
.....270 ( 220 

230 / 200 

.-..240/200 
..-.110/ 80 
— 150/120 
.. ,270 / 240 

750/650 

.... 150/ 120 

Ifl0'150 

—270/220 

HO/ 50 
....130/100 

140/J00 

— . 360 / 30U 
.... 280/250 


Lemon :. — 

Lemon (yellow) ....... 

Marrow (large) 

Mamw (small) 

Mallow 

Meton 

Melon (super) 

Onion (dry) ............. 

Okra 

Oranges — 

Peaches 

Pean 

Pepper (Sweet) 

Pepper (Hoi Green) 
Fluits (red) 

Potatoes 

Radish 

Tomatoes 

Watermelon ........... 


-22 »'W/ 

.340/300 

. I5li ■ 120 
.200/ 160 
. 70' 40 
. SO 50 
. I20-' 90 
. 170 ' 140 
. 240 ' 200 
. 250 ' 200 
. 400 .■ 350 

. 450 / 4(H) 
.200/150 
.230 190 
.200' 160 
150 » I2H 
I3tr 13» 
120' w 
90 / 70 
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council regulates 
trainee doctors pay, 

conditions of employment 


* ** * *mm^ . . 






m 


Government to lift ban 
on new artesian wells 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Higher Health Council held a meeting 
Friday at the directorate of Royal Medical Services to discuss the 
distribution of trainee doctors in private hospitals. 

- A report by the committee studying the issue was discussed by the 
couztcH which decided to orderthe appointment of one trainee doctor 
to each eight hospital beds, and that the salary of a doctor trainee 
should hot be less than JP 70 a month. 

The council which was chaired by Minister of Health Or. Zuhair 
Malhas, also decided to prepare a job description for such doctors to 
be circulated to all hospitals. 

The council is also to hold a meeting next week to discuss a report 
by Lhe Higher Committee on Nursing on the nursing situation in 
Jordan. It will also discuss an emergency service plan, and a proposal 
to bring in an exam for physiotherapy graduates, as well as studying a 
questionnaire about the number of students studying medicine both 
at home and abroad. 

The meeting was aneaded by the Minister of Education, the Pre- 
sident of the National Planning Co uncil, under-secreiaiy at the Min- 
ister of Health, the director of the Royal Medical Service, the dir- 
ector of the Social Security Corporation, the director of the Env- 
ironment at the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment, the dean of the Faculty of Medicine, and the president 
of the Jordanian Medical Association. 


-Vlfek > 


MAFRAQ ( Petra) — Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
Thursday inaugurated an electrification project 
which will bring power to four villages in the Mafraq 
District. The scheme is part of the government's 
comprehensive drive to provide water andelectricity 
services for all citizens throughout Jordan. 



iiv , 


ln his inauguration speech. Mr. 
BaJran com eyed to the area’s cit- 
izens the greetings of His Majesty 
King Hussein, and expressed his 
sat is) act ion and that of his cabinet 
ministers on being able to talk per- 




carefully all requests presented by 
(he area's citizens to rind a sat- 
isfactory solution to problems fac- 
ing them. 

Mr. Badran stressed that the 
government will lift the ban on 


bonallywilh the cuizensof the nor- $ h arlK i an welts frir 
them badia (desen j area. *t 


. UKrin “““ arcB - icultural purposes in the Mafraq 

vlr. Badran said the elc- district in the next six months, 
cirificaiion of Sahab and Subhiah, before next winter. He said that 


Sab" Assir. Amrah and Ami re h. the ban would be lifted because 
and Um A1 Jmal will pave the way the Irbid Gotemoraie is now rec- 


lor a major shift in the lifestyle of eiving the bulk of its water tram 
the people of the area. He added the Wadi A1 Arab wells which 


Prime Minister Mudar Badran Thursday ina- 
ugurates a new electrification project in Mafraq 


District which will bring electric power to four vil- 
lages in northern badia (Petra photo) 


that the government will study 


capacity of 2iMUin.ni m 


cubic metres. Artesian wells in 
Mafraq can there be drilled wit- 
hout affecting the govemorate’s 
main source of water. 

The prime minister said that 
responsibility for public works in 
lhe vlafraq District will be shifted 
away from central government to 
the jurisdiction of the Irbid Gov- 
e mo rate Public Works Dep- 
an me nt to speed up maintenance 
work. 

Mr. Badran was accompanied 
on his non hern badia tour by the 
Ministers ol Agriculture. Public 
Works. Rural and Municipal Aff- 
'airsandlhe Environment. Interior 
and heajs ol related departments. 

I ‘hey were received at the ina- 
uguration site by the governor of 
Irbid. the governor of the Mafraq 
District, district consultative cou- 
ncil members and a number ol 
elders and dignitaries Irani the 
northern badia. 


Armouti: Jerash festival will be 
most colourful in all Arab World 


Hussein condoles families 


By Lima Nabfl 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jerash Festival 
Com mil i ee Chairman Mazin AJ 
Armouti Thursday held a press 
conference at the Yarmouk Uni- 
versity Liaison Office during 
which he spoke about the final 
preparations for the festival due to 
open on Aug. 12. 


been Yarmouk University which 
has contributed JD in.nuU: Jor- 
dan Television with JD 14.UIHJ in 
return for the opportunity to shoot 
a documentary film of the occ- 
asion; the Jordanian Armed For- 
ces. and Alia, the Royal Jordanian 
Airline. The Jordanian gov- 
ernment also offered a loan of J D 
150.1)00 for the festival. 


Mr. Armouti pointed out. 

He added that a special parking 
area, two kilometres from the 
main festival site, has also been 
allocated. A festival press sendee 
has been organised to include 
three press centres: one at festival 
quarters, the other two at the 
Regency and Melia Jerusalem 
hotels. Mr. Armouti concluded. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra’d lbn Zaid 
Thursday deputised for His Majesty King Hussein in presenting 
His Majesty’s condolences to Bakhit and Mu ‘as her family on the 
death of Salma A1 Mu’asher, the widow of the late Salim A1 Bakhit. 



Sahab rents reduced 


by up to 33 per cent 


Mr. Armouti said the second 
Jerash Festival of Culture and 
Arts will be “the richest and most 
colourful in the Arab World.” He 
added that it will represent a uni- 
que opportunity for us to form a 
cultural bridge between Jordan 
and with its Arab identity and the 
people of the world. 


Dr. Armouti said the festival 
programme included folk dancing., 
exhibitions, poetry recitals, con-" 
certs, plays, formative arts, han- 
dicrafts. books, photographs and 
films. The programme also inc- 
ludes performances by musical, 
folk and theatrical groups from 17 
Arab and foreign countries with a 
total of XOO participating. 


Dr. Armouti added that Jerash 
was chosen for the festival not 
only for hs archaeological and 
touristic importance, but also for 
its geographic location, being in 
the middle of the kingdom. 

He also added that the theatre 
facilities which Jerash has are ind- 
ispensable. 


He added that the festival has 
been financed through con- 
tributions by several institutions, 
the most generous of which^v^ 


Fifty buses have been hired to 
act as a transport service during 
the festival in cooperation with the 
public. .Transport . .Corporation. 


Dr. Armouti said that he tho- 
ught the idea of the festival and 
the quality of its acts would grow 
so as to make the festival a tho- 
roughly international one. 



AMMAN (Petra) — Theboardot 
directors of the Sahab Industrial 
Estate (SIE) has decided to red- 
uce the annual rent on its buildings 
by between 20 to 33 per cent, in 
compliance with instructions iss- 
ued by Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran. during his recent visit to 
the estate. The new reduct ions per 
square metre are as follows: Rents 
on plots with facilities laid on from 
JD 1 ,7 z - JD 1: rents on factory 
buildings grade A from J D lo-JD 
X; buildings grade B from JD 10 *- 
JDS 1 :; buildings grade C from J D 
11 - JD 9; buildings grade D JD 
l l 1 ') -9 1 ’ : buildings grade E from 
J D 1 2 1; 2 - 1 2; stores from JD X 1 Y - 
JD X; shops from JD 4u - JD 3u: 


and administrative offices from 
JD3«« - JD 25. 


The SIE is expected to have a 
capacity of 1 7»J light industrial fac- 
tory units by NS5 according to 
SIE Director-General Dr. Fayez 
Suheimat. 


Prime Minister Mudar Badran Thursday meets and talks with local digna tones during his trip to the 
northern badia (Petra photo) f 


Mufti cables conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Social Development In' am Al 
Mufti, sent a cable of good wishes 
to the international conference of 
professional women’s clubs being 
held in Washington. In her cable. 
Mrs. Mufti wished the conference 


success in their efforts to gua- 
rantee women’s rights and enable 
them to serve their society equ- 
ally with men. 

A Jordanian delegation of pro- 
fessional women is taking part in 
the conference. 


UNRWA opens Beqa’a 
child health care centre 


Ajloun postal, telephone service expansion 


AMMAN (J.T.i — A pew mat- 
ernal and child health citrc centre 
was opened recently in the Beqa’a 
refugee camp, according in Uni- 
ted Nations Relief and Works 
Agency sources. 

The centre will provide a fully 
integrated health service for chi- 


ldren up to the age of live, inc- 
ludingiout-paticnt and preventive 
and curative medicine, sources 
said. 

The construction of the centre 
was linanced by an SS2.5 hh don- 
ation from the Norwegian Ref- 
ugee Council. 


almost complete, says district governor 


AM.MAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Communications Dr. .Mohammad 
Addoub Al Zaben Friday pre- 
sided ovet^a meeting of the exe- 
cutive committee for the exp- 
ansion of telecommunications 
services in Ajloun and its env- 
irons. 


The meeting was attended by 
committee chairman, Ajloun Dis- 
trict Governor Abdul Halim Al 
Awwad and Telecommunications 
Corporation (TCC) Assistant 
Director-General Walid Dweik. 


jerash Festival Committee Chairman Mazin Al 
Armouti Thursday holds a press conference daring 


which be outlined the final preparations for the 
festival (Ptetra photo) 


.Mr. Awwad said the ministry 
and the TCC have set up 90 per 
cent of the postal and telephone 
services proposed in the Ajloun- 
meeting working paper. He added 
that this was the result of great 
efforts and that Mr. Zaben had 



personally followed up its imp- 
lementation. Mr. Awwad pointed 
out that the residents of the Ajl- 
oun district had already bene fitted 
from the increased number of tel- 
ephone lines and that the service 
to other pans of Jordan has imp- 
roved constderablv. 


Mr. Dweik said the Kufranjah 
manual telephone switchboard 
has now been replaced by a semi- 
automatic one. and. as of the end 
of last July, all Kufranjah sub- 
scribers have been linked to the 
new loo-line switchboard. 


Mr. Dweik added that the town 
of Anjzfrah has been connected by 
an additional line with Ajloun. 
and a new semi-automatic swi- 
tchboard system will start ope- 






/ 




The new maternal and child health care centre recently opened in the 


Dr. Mohammad AJ Zaben rating in Anjarah from Saturday, j Beqa’a refugee camp (UNRWA photo) 


Prizewinning students see through the Hollywood image of the Arab World 


By Salameb B. Nehmai 
Special to the Jordan Tones 


AMMAN — Three American 
university students, who were on a 
friendship tour to Jordan; have 
left Amman Friday after a suc- 
cessful tour of the Middle East. 
During their visit, they have met 
' university officials and students in 
Jordan. Syria and Tunisia. 


Jordan. Syria and Tunisia. 

Their visit was sponsored by the 
Arab women’.s Council (AWC) in 
Washington D.C. as a part of the 
conn cfT s activities in promoting 
.the Arab image, and improving 
American understanding of the 
Middlfe East conflict. 

Ch&rperson of the AWC. Dr. 
NajatfKhalil. who accompanied 
the suidenis on the tour, said in an 
interview with the Jordan Times 
that hereout) cil organised an essay 
00 Petition in three states — 
Iowa, Nebraska and North Dak- 
ota -i and the winners of this 
competition were awarded this 
trip uttfae Middle East. 


The visiting team, which con- 
stedfef Dr. Khalil and the three 


sistedfef Dr. Khalil and the three 
students, were also accompanied 
by lhe§rthrfce sponsoring teachers 
and were hosted by the Unrvereity 
of Jordan. Transportation u,as 
provi<£ed-by Alia, the Royal Jor- 
daniai 

Off Khalil said the . Arab 
WomAtfs Council was established 
“Unde 17, 1982 -12 days after 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon- 


The council has 200 active mem- 
bers with the main aim of changing 
the image portrayed by “Hol- 
lywood” of the Arab people, she 
added. 

Going in that direction, we have 
organised this essay contest called 
"The Arab- Israeli conflict: A sol- 
ution”. she said. The three win- 
ners of this essay were Mr. Russel 
Crone of Iowa, Mr. Douglas 
Weems of Nebraska and Miss 
Jeanno Steiner of North Dakota. 
Mr. Crone began his essay by wri- 
ting that after the 1973 war. two 
women stood outside the Israeli 
embassy in Washington. '* : The 
Arab woman.” he wrote, “held. a. 
sign on which read. I am a Pal- 
estinian Arab - 1 was bom in Jer- 
usalem: Palestine is my homeland 
— but I cannot return there”. 

The Jewish woman’s sign read, . 
“I am an American Jew -- 1 was 
bora in the USA - Israel ts nor 
my homeland — but I can return 

there”. ^ ■ 

This is how Mr. Russel Crone, 
one of the three U.S. students sta- 
rted his essay, as an example of the 
injustice which he believes exists 
in the Middle East today. 

Mr. Russel said in an interview 
that public opinion in the U-S. has 
mainly supported Jewish claims to 
Arab lands for the past 20 years. 
Much of this, view has been inf- 
luenced by the media and gov- 
ernment’s foreign policy towards 
the Middle East, he said. 


The solution of the Israeli- Arab 
conflict according to Mr. Crone is 
not easy to achieve for Israel will 
only be satisfied with playing the 
commanding role in the region. 
But for the Palestinians, the ideal 
solution would be for Israel to sur- 
render all of the territories occ- 
upied including the whole of Pal- 
est ine. 

However, he said, because of 
the basic strong world support for 
the existence of Israel and also 
because of Israel military sup- 
eriority. this is not feasible. 

The only' reasonable solution 
that Mr.-Crone sees is to negotiate 
a compromise between Pal- 
estinians and Israelis. Before any 
negotiating sessions take place, he 
said, it must be made very dear 
that both sides must be willing to 
“equally sacrifice” in order to 
make any progress in the talks. 

Once the negotiations are und- 
erway, the issue which first must 
be tackled, is the world-wide acc- 
eptance of the PLO, Mr. Crone 
said. It is absurd, he said, that the 
U.S. or any other nation should 
want another, more moderate 
country, such as Jordan, to rep- 
resent the PLO at the talks. Why 
should Jordan or any other cou- 
ntry represent the Palestinians in 
negotiations which will decide the 
-future of Palestine? “Once acc- 
eptance of the PLO is achieved, 
real progress can be made ” he 
said. 



The three American students, RusseB Crane from 
Iowa, Jeanne Steiner from Norib Dakota and Dou- 
glas Weems from Nebraska, who visited Jordan. 


Syria and Tunisia as part of their essay prize awa- 
rded by the Arab Women’s Council. 


In conclusion Mr. Crone bel- 
ieves that the situation in the Mid- 
dle East is not beyond a solution if 
the obstacles that have stood in 
the way of the solution in the past 
are removed. 

Jeanne Steiner, the other stu- 
dent who wrote an essay on the 


same subject, had another sol- 
ution to the conflict in the Middle 
East. 

The solution, she believes, can 
■be achieved by the recognition of 
the Palestinians’ tight to exist by 
Israel and the recognition of Isr- 
ael by the Palestinians. A call for 


an end to arms sales to Israel, the 
PLO, and surrounding Arab nat- 
ions to prevent a military build up 
is then prescribed and a return to 
the 1967 borders. 

The establishment of an tnd- 
■ ependenl. autonomous Pal- 
.estinian state in Gaza. West Bank, 


Golan Heights, and East Jer- 
usalem. with free access between 
•the areas will then have been cre- 
ated. she said. 

A division of Jerusalem into 
east and west with each capital on 
its respective side, and a dem- 
ilitarisation of the city would aid a 
solution, she said. She also wanted 
an end to Jewish settle mems in the- 
proposed Palestinian state and the 
■breaking up of the present ones. 
Finally, she proposed that all ref- 
ugees have the choice to return to 
[heir homes, or receive com- 
pensation ihstead, 

A compromise, she said, is nee-, 
ded on both sides to assure the: 
establishment of an independent 
Palestinian sLate and the ‘’con- 
tinuation of a Jewish homeland,” 
he concluded. 

Doug Weems, the third winner 
of lhe essay contest, has his own 
version of a solution scenario for' 
the Middle East conflict. 

According to Mr. Weems, it is 
an oversimplification to say that if 
there was no IsraeL there would 
be no problem. The amount of 
truth in this statement, he said, 
does not matter, because Israel 
will not go away. “ Four wars and 
countless incidents have proven 
that. Neither will the Palestinians- 
go away. They have a right to live 
in peace, just as the Israelis do." 

Any solution- he said, must take 
into account that neither the Isr- 
ae lis no r the Palestinians will give 


up and relinquish their claims to 
Palestine. 

There should be no reason why 
the Jews and Muslims can't live in 
peace, he added, for both religions 
emphasize peace, but neither side 
seems to want to live that way. To 
facilitate this, he believes that 
there are several steps that would 
help. First of all. a new con- 
stitution would have to be drawn 
up that guarantees basic freedoms 
to both sides. Each side would, of 
course have to be represented in 
this process he stated. * 

The legislative branch of the 
government should have two hou- 
ses. One house would have rep- 
resentation based on population, 
and the other house would have an 
equal number of members from 
both the Jewish and the Arab 
segments of the population. 

Both houses, he said, would 
have to agree before any new laws 
could be passed. Other details 
would have to be worked out bet- 
ween the two parties, he con- 
cluded. 

The three students, along with 
their three sponsoring teachers 
and Dr. Khalil, toured Amman 
and the Jordan University and 
were invited to visit the Bak’ah 
refugee camp. 

The students expressed their 
feelings of gratitude to the Jor- 
danian people and officials for the 
|“good reception" and hoped lo 
visit Jordan again in the future. 
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Don’t look to Europe 


THE GLOW of success that surrounded United States Middle 
East peace efforts when Israel and Lebanon signed a wit- 
hdrawal agreement was short-lived. With the non-cooperation 
of Syria, and Israel opting for unilateral partial withdrawal, 
the spectre of Lebanon being cut into pieces has raised its ugly 
head more ominously than before. 

In recent years when Arab- American relations have bec- 
ome deadlocked, the Arabs have turned to Europe as the most 
promising mediator. Not only is mediation a traditional 
problem-solving method employed in the Arab World, but also 
Europe is dearly the only third party with any real influence 
over America. But can Europe be of any significant help in the 
present situation? 

Although French Foreign Minister Claude Cbeysson rec- 
ently took a swing through the area in a trip shrouded in 
mystery and followed by speculation about possible initiat ives 
by France in Lebanon or an increase in the French contingent 
of the multinational force there, a consensus of opinion in the 
European Community is that members can do no more at this 
time than wait and watch. Although firmly committed to the 
peacekeeping role they are now playing, the Europeans see 
themselves as peripheral to the main action, and by no means 
key actors. 

In response to Arab requests that they do something to get 
foreign troops out of Lebanon, they reply, “Do what?** Here 
lies Europe’s real dilemma. It has no real influence on Israel 
and hence no way of bringing pressure to bear there. The same 
is true of its relations with the Arab countries, including Syria. 
The only card it has to play is greater recognition of the PLO. 
Mr. Cheysson's meeting with Mr. Yasser Arafat In Tunis may 
well be a signal that at least some Europeans are ready to play 
that card now. 

Government sources in Europe point to several reasons for 
the muted level of the current activity of Community members 
on the Middle East front. First of these is the European per- 
ception that the United States must lead the field in proposing 
and pushing through initiatives for the region. Europe sees its 
role as second fiddle to America's first. A European initiative 
without full American backing wouid'go nowhere. 

Second and related, America is approaching a presidential 
election — a time traditionally when incumbent leaders fall 
back on positions well-proved for vote-getting, and avoid mak- 
ing moves that might be controversial. This means that reg- 
ardless of who is the next president, no substantial U.S. action 
on the Middle East can be expected for one-and-a-half or even 
two years. 

A third reason is that with Israel and Syria facing off so 
directly and dangerously in Lebanon, the other international 
power that can and should do something constructive at this 
juncture is the Soviet Union. The USSR does have leverage 
with Syria where the United States and Europe don't, not least 
in that Syria is almost totally dependent on Russia for military 
aid. That the Soviet Union seems to share Syria's pleasure at 
American and Israeliiscomfort at the turn ofevents in Lebanon 
is something that Europe can probably do nothing about. 

It is frustrating for this region to have to expect so little 
from the countries we have been so closely tied with from the 
days of colonialism, but that is the new reality. Europe’s big 
guns are no longer the cannon of the world. If what Europe has 
to offer for the moment is peacekeeping forces, we should be 
glad that at least that much can be committed to the efforts to 
bring peace to the Middle East. 

— Middle East Tunes. Cyprus 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra i : Not an internal dispute 

THE FATEH "rebels" have declared that ihey will not regard dec- 
isions taken by the Palestine Central Council's (PCC) current mee- 
ting in Tunis as binding. They state that the PCC is not the right body 
to consider their secessionist stand or ways to reconcile conflicting 
factions of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLOi.' 

To test this argument it is necessary to pose the following que- 
stions: "Is the rebels' movement an internal one that only concerns 
Fateh? Is it true that the rebels attacked Fateh bases in the Bcka'a 
Valley and occupied Fateh's offices in the Syrian capital?” If so. we 
must pose another question: "Why did the secessionist uprisal not 
take place before the PLO departure from Beirut, particularly when 
they declare that the undemocratic policies of the Fateh leadership 
existed long be lore the presem conflict? 

We know definite^ the answers to these questions, and we are 
positive that the Palestinian and Arab masses know the answer too. 
The rebel movement did not originate in the structure of Fateh itself, 
nor was the decision to rebel taken by ordinary Fateh fighters. 
Regardless of such facts, we hope that the PCC will be able, with the 
help of all principled Arabs to foil the rebels' plans and preserve 
Palestinian unity. 

Al Dustour : Another blow to Arabs 

THE ISRAELI Knesset t parliament i decision to declare Jerusalem 
the unified capital ol Israel in IV*'** was met with large-scale ind- 
ignation and protest throughout the Arab and Islamic World. War- 
nings against acting in compliance with the decision by diplomatic 
missions of world states were fruitful, particularly with regard to 
African and South American states. 

During the past three years. Arab prestige at the international 
level have witnessed harmful setbacks, that have weakened Arab 
credibility in the eyes, of work! diplomacy. El Salvador Thursday 
decided to move its diplomatic mission from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem m 
return tor the military, financial and technical aid it had received 
from Israel. Neither Ajab threats, nor the lure of oil or petrodollars 
could hold the Salvadroean government from taking its decision, 
which harms the teelings ot many hundreds of millions of Muslims. 

The example or Zaire, which adopted a similar stance, also dented 
the Arab campaign. No real action has proved Arab threats effective, 
and the continued flow of American propaganda against the Arabs 
cannot but result in no consideration being given to the Arab people 
and their plight, is it not the Arabs current state of internal conflict 
that has led them into such a degrading position? 


Shaka: Our cause will triumph; we support PLO 


In the genuinely democratic municipal election ever 
held in the West Bank, in 1 976, nine years after the 
Israelis occupied the area , a new generation of you- 
nger, more educated men of ‘ radical ’ nationalistic 
ideology replaced the traditional oligarchs who ruled 
West Bank society. Mr. Bassam Shaka, elected 
mayor ofNablus,fieadsthe pro-PLO National Gui- 
dance Committee and was viewed as the West Bank 
leader of the “ reactionist front”. 

Today Mr. Shaka and all but one of the major 
mayors elected in 1976 have been dismissed from 
their position. The National Guidance Committee 
has been outlawed. Yet Mr. Shaka, confined to a 
wheelchair, and 4 unofficially f under town arrest, 
remains one of the West Bank's most influential 
leaders. 

Mr. Shaka, who had political ties to Syria's Baath 
Party until 1959 , has always been somewhat of a 
thorn in the side of the Israeli military authorities. 
One month after taking office, the 4 Young Turk ’ 
cabled United Nations Secretary General Kurt Wal- 
dheim denouncing the occupation, and called for an 
inquiry commission to visit the area after a 17- 
year-old Arab girl was shot dead in Palestinian - 
Israeli riots. 

In June 1 979 Mr. Shaka led a mass protest against 
the establishment of Alon Moreh. a Jewish settlement 
outside Nablus. The demonstration gathered 1,500 
West Bankers , and most West Bank and East Jer- 
usalem shops , schools and municipal services shut 
down. 

A few months later Mr. Shaka was jailed and 
threatened with deportation by the Israeli defence 
minister , Mr. Ezer Weizman, for allegedly justifying 
the coastal road massacre of 197 8 when 34 Jews 
were killed and 72 wounded. Twenty-one West Bank 
mayors threatened to resign if Mr. Shaka tvas dep- 
orted. His predicament made the front pages of The 
New York Times, and even elicited a response from 
United States President Jimmy Carter. 

Released a few weeks later with the deportation 
order lifted, Mr. Shaka received a hero's welcome 
upon returning to Nablus. He was showered with 
rose petals and chants of: “ With blood and spirit will 
we redeem you . o' Bassam." 

Bassam Shaka was a national hero, soon to bec- 
ome a martyr. 

In June 1 980 Mr. Shaka lost the lower part of both 
his legs when a bomb ripped through his car. The 
woidd-be assassins have never been caught, and Mr. 
Shaka says he has never been officialy questioned to 
help in the investigation. 

In March 1 982, just months after former Defence 
Minister Ariel Sharon restructured the military gov- 
ernment in the territories,, appointing Professor 
Menachem Milson in charge of the new ‘civilian 
administration , ’ Mr. Shaka and two other car-bomb 
victims were dismissed from their municipal duties. 

Today, Mr. Shako's mood is angry. His rej - 
ectionist views have not softened, and he maintains 
an optimistic belief that the Palestinian cause will win 
in the end. 

He was interviewed recently for the Cyprus-based 
Middle East Times at his home in Nablus by Jannifer 
Frey. 


Q: Mr. Shaka, could you tell us 
briefly how you came to be mayor 
of Nablus, and why you were rem- 
oved from that position? 

A: 1 didn’t have any desire to be 
mayor, but our citizens pushed 


and pressured me. The previous 
mayors also looked to me to head 
a united list. So I headed the list in 
the iy76 elections, and eight of 
our ten men were elected. 

We tried to work through local 


and international law. but from 
the beginning the Israeli military 
authorities were determined to 
make civilian administration a fact 
— against our public det- 
ermination. They made much 
propaganda inside the occupied 
territories to divide us. and tried to 
force us to accept relations with 
the civilian administrator. Men- 
achem Milson. They tried to give 
us some political duties which 
went against our people, against 
international and local laws and 
only served the occupation. We 
are Palestinians. They wanted us 
to act as soldiers, to keep the sec- 
urity for their interest as occupiers 
and to accept their aggressive pol- 
icy. 

We were elected by people who 
respect the unity of Palestinians 
and refuse autonomy and civilian, 
administration. So we must also 
refuse. 

Finally, we were dismissed on 
the grounds that we refused to . 
meet with Professor Milson. ref- 
used autonomy, and continued to 
support rhe ousted municipal cou- 
ncil of El Bireh. They said I was a 
PLO activist, always encouraging 
the people to oppose their policy. 

What they say is reason for their 
side, but not reason for the side of 
justice: 

Q: How did the bombing of your 
car and your accompanying injury 
change your political life and your 
attitude towards Israel and Isr- 
aelis? 

A: After they took my legs- I 
told them: ‘Now T m closer to the 
land". 

When an enemy wants to kill 
me. 1 cannot let them. I am still 
Palestinian, still Arab, and must 
defend my human and national 
rights. My determination became 
stronger, andsuppon forme grew. 

After they didn’t succeed in kil- 
ling me they tried to kill my public 
relations. Every moment I am 
guarded, ‘for my security.’ they 
say. A jeep of soldiers sits outside 
my house and investigates my fri- 
ends. Sometimes they forbid me to 
go to the Casbah. walk behind me 
on the street, and beat citizens 
who say hello to me. 

Q; Mr. Shaka, you are often ref- 
erred to as one of the most “radical" 
Palestinian mayors. How did you 
acquire that image, and do you feel 
it is accuarate? 

A: It is not accurate. As a cit- 
izen. I'm behind the PLO like 
anyone else, but among the Pal- 
estinians. there is no extreme or 
moderate. We all want our land 
and our human rights. 

I tell them, if you want someone : 
to stop crying, stop beating him. 

The Zionist take our land, our 
water, electricity and rights: but 
they’re not extreme — we are! 

Every day our problems get 
deeper and deeper. Our world 
should forget the propaganda and 
learn the facts. He who takes land 
by force is the aggressor. He who 
is determined to struggle tor jus- 
tice is in the right. 

Q: Following Israel's invasion of 
Lebanon and the military defeat of 
PLO forces there, do West Ban- 
kers express the same level of sup- 
port for the PLO as before, or are 
they looking for alternatives? 

A: West Bankers support the 
PLO more than before the war. 
We are in the same battle for Pal- 
estinian rights as before. We're 
suffering the same problems, and 


we're looking toward the same 
future. For those reasons we still 
support the PLO. 


The PLO is born of our historic 
struggle, it’s bom from inside. The 
Village Leagues were not bom 
from the inside. They are not a 
thing from our facts but from the 
fact and results of occupation. 
Because they are not a Palestinian 
activity, they cannot be strong. 
They can not represent our peo- 
ple. 

I'm sure that after the occ- 
upation uses them for their needs, 
they will leave the Leagues and 
throw them outside. The occ- 
upation doesn't want me. the PLO 
or any representative of Pal- 
estinian interests. It doesn't want 
the people, it wants the land. 

Q: At the moment there are ser- 
ious differences and indeed in fig- 
hting among PLO leaders and 
rank-and-file. How do West Ban- 
kers react to this development? 
And where is your own allegiance? 

A: i stand behind Arafat as most 
of us here do. We are all very sad- 
dened by what is happening. Any 
split in the PLO harms us. Arafat 
is still our official, elected leader 
and the representative of the unity 
of the PLO. We must support him 
and hope he can restore unity to 
our people. 

Q: What is the level of support 
for Fateh rebel leader Abu Musa in 
the occupied territories? And 
might the current rebellion, cou- 
pled with events such as the ass- 
assination of PLO moderate Dr. 
Issam Sartawi last April per- 
manently alter the nature of the 
PLO. 

A: The Palestinians are beg- 
inning to look objectively on their 
experience, and some West Ban- 
kers do support Abu Musa's pol- 
icies. But no one is pleased with 
his methods. Abu Musa is a Pal- 
estinian. He is a fighter and a good 
and honest man. But he took his 
rebellion too far. He must und- 
erstand that the unity of the PLO 
is most important for good results. 

Sartawi was a good man and a 
member of our National Council. 
Hfcassassins-wasrft from within 
the PLO. ,.V 

.When our rights are taken from 
us by force. I can' t accept their loss 
freely. The PLO must continue to 
fight with both arms and politics. 
If the PLO were to say: “Take my 
weapons", what can anyone give 
us in return? The Reagan plan? 

All politics are connected. The 
direction of the PLO depends on 
the international determination 
for peace in the area. The United 
States had many chances to help 
us. but still they work against us. 
We look towards Europe for a 
peace initiative, but after the war 
in Lebanon. Europeans shifted 
towards the United States and Isr- 
ael. 

It is difficult to gain through pol- 
itics. 


Q: Of aU the peace plans on the 
table i which do you pin your hopes 
on, and which do most West Ban- 


kers feel is most likely to bring 
peace to the area? 

A: Almost all of us in the West 
Bank believe in the Fez plan. But 
where is ii now? The Arab cou- 
ntries have forgotten it! They have 
been silent. 

Until now there has been an 
Arab, a Russian and an American 
peace initiatives, but we don't pin 
our hopes on any one plan or any 
one leader. We look towards an 
international peace initiative. 
What happened to the proposed 
Geneva conference? The Ame- 
ricans. interested in forming a str- 
ategic U.S.-Israeli relationship, 
took Sadat away from the Arab 
fold and stopped the world ini- 
tiative with the Camp David acc- 
ord. 

Only an international det- 
ermination for peace can bring 
about a change in the area. 

Q: Yasser Arafat was widely 
thought to be io favour of allowing 
King Hussein to negotiate alo- 
ngside Palestinians with Israel. 
Was Mr. Arafat supported here in 
this issue? 

A: We have a relationship with 
Jordan. We're Palestinians. We're 
part of the Arab World. It’s not 
strange for us to hold discussions 
with Jordan and to look towards 
an Arab initiative for peace and 
unity In the area. 

Q: Syria is the last frontline 
Arab state to maintain a very hos- 
tile stand toward Israel. How do 
Palestinians here view Syria 
today? 

A: We stand together with 
Syria now in their rejection of the 
Phalange-Israel-U.S. agreement. 
And i say ‘Phalange.’ not ‘Leb- 
■ anese". What peace can it bring? 

The Lebanese government 
opted for American activities wit- 
hout considering the rights of the 
Lebanese people, and dis- 
regarding international interests. 

They took Egypt, now they 
.want to take Lebanon. 

We're only sony that Syria 
stand£_afoni against Lhe . agr- 
eement; Alt the Arab states sho- 
uld unite with Syria to condemn 
the aggression. 

Q: Israel is pursuing an agg- 
ressive settlement policy with the 
, stated aim of placing 100,000 Jew- 
ish settlers in the occupied ter- 
ritories by 1985-87. Can they meet 
that goal? And do the recent events 
in Hebron point to an escalation in 
settlement activity? 

A: They already achieved this 
goal years ago. They make us and 
the rest of the world forget that 
East Jerusalem and many suburbs 
of Jerusalem belonged to the 
Arabs. If statistics were to include 
these areas, they have over 
lOUJXHi in the territories now. 

Hebron was just another step in 
their plan — the annexation of all 
lands and cities, they already took 


most of the land, so now they want 
the cities. They began with Jer- 
usalem. then moved into Hebron. 
The next step might he to settle 
inside Nablus. Ramallah. El Bireh 
and Jenin. 

They begin by surrounding all 
the cites with settlements, then 
continue to settle inside and dis- 
miss the Arab mayors, replacing 
them with Israelis. 

Q: A small but vocal group of 
Israelis belonging to the Peace Now 
Movement and tbe Committee for 
Solidarity with Bir Zeh have bee& 
protesting against the Jewish set- 
tlement in Hebron. What kind of 
impact do they have now, or might 
they exert on Israeli society in the 
future? 

A: Inside Israel there are dem- 
ocratic groups, human groups who 
recognise the rights of the Pal- 
estinians and are ready to make 
peace. Many times in the past they 
have supported us and the pro- 
blems we face. What they are 
doing in Hebron is very good. But 
they need more strength and more 
unity. 

Four hundred thousand dem- 
onstrated against the massacre at 
Sabra and Shatila. but how many 
continued the struggle? For exa- 
mple. the Labourites only did it 
for political propaganda against 
the Likud: they are not unified 
towards the same goal. 

Those who reaDy want peace 
must fight because the official 
channels in Israel are now very 
closed. It's not easy for democratic 
groups. They face the same str- 
uggles we face. 

Haired is growing in the young 
in Israel, and if the aggressive off- 
icial policy continues. 1 believe 
they will begin to kill the peaceful 
Jews as well. It already happened 
once this year. 

Q: You’ve been painting a very 
grim picture of the current sit- 
uation in the West Bank and in 
Israel. Do you look to the imm- 
ediate future with pessimism, or 
might brighter times be on the hor- 
izon somewhere? 

A: The U.N. Security Council 
didn't lake a decision on Hebron. 
The Americans always veto int- 
ernational proposals which speak 
out against the daily crimes com- 
mitted against us. The Americans 
know that the Reagan plan and 
the U.S.-Phalange- Israel agr- 
eement face great difficulties. 
There is continual fighting in Leb- 
anon: a split in Fateh: and we face 
harassment in the towns and at the 
universities every day. 

Our problems are only bec- 
oming more difficult. 

Q; . What prospects do you see 
for the distant future? Can there 
ever be peace in the region? 

A: We're not against the Jews. 
The Palestinians always believed 
we can live together, and have 
lived together before. 

I always believe the future will 
bring good results for the Pal- 
estinians because history follows 
the side of justice. We're stoning 
from h uma n rights, so we' re on the 
right path. 

Human rights anywhere in the 
world are connected. I can't have 
ray rights if I’m denying yours. 
Therefore, the world can't afford 
to be careless about what happens 
in the area. 

In the future we shall have our 
rights. I believe it. 1 live it. We're 
on the right side. 


I stand behind Arafat as most of us here do. 
We are all very saddened by what is hap- 
pening. Any split in the PLO harms us. Ara- 
fat is still our official, elected leader and the 
representative of the unity of the PLO. We 
must support him and hope he can restore 
unity to our people. . 


Reagan aides fear no Democratic presidential rival 


By Michael Gdb 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON ( R) — President 
Reagan's top aides say he is in an 
enviable political position as the 
19X4 presidential election yfiar 
draws close and are confident that 
he can counter any issue raised by 
the opposition Democrats. 

“We have the best campaigner 
in U.S. politics on our side." one 
senior White House official said, 
expressing the optimisic mood. 

Everyone concedes political - 
fortut\es can change rapidly, but 
most White House insiders are 
convinced the president will seek 
re-election and expect a formal 
announcement late this year, alt- 
hough informal assurances may 
come sooner. 

Confidence that Mr. Reagan 
will win is bolstered by what his 
aides see as a Democratic Party in 
disarray and an economic outlook 
even brighter than hoped for just a 
few months ago. 

The one potential cloud on their 
horizon, the officials say, is the 
growing crisis in Central America, 
but add they are determined to 
keep it from “blowing up.” 

“Historically. Americans have 
voted according to their views on' 
‘pocketbook (economic) issues.” 
one senior aide told Reuters. 

, In the White House view, the 
preoccupation with economic iss- 
ues will prevail to Mr. Reagan's 
advantage in the November 19X4 
election. 

Their euphoria reckons without 
a damaging political backlash that. 
'Mr. Reagan could face from such 
major voting groups as women 
and blacks, both of which are now 
being mobilised by Democrats to 
cast ballots in unprecedented 
numbers next year. 

StilL the White House sees eco- 
nomic recovery as its trump card: 


“When people ask what the top 
issues are going to be.” one aide 
said, “we say ‘the economy, the 
economy, the economy’.” 

The economic roller-coaster 
ridden by the United States since 
Mr. Reagan took office illustrates 
the problem the Democrats face in 
finding an issue on which to beat 
him! 

At the end of 1982, the country 
was in one of its worst economic 
declines since the great depression 
of the 1930s with 12 million Ame- 
ricans out of work and the jobless 
rate at a 40-year high of 10.8 per 
cent of the population. 

The Democrats foresaw an easy 
campaign against “ Reaganomics” 
and the ghost of Herbert Hoover, 
the last ultra-conservative Rep- 
ublican president, who presided 
over the onset of the depression, 
but this year the economy has reb- 
ound sharply. 

Unemployment is falling, alt- 
hough still veiy high at 1 U per cent 
and double-digit inflation, which 
partly finished former President 
Jimmy Carter in 1980, is all but 
banished from memory. 

“As far as the economy is con- 
cerned, Mr. Reagan's sitting on 
top of the world." one adviser ass- 
erted. 

With the economic issue app- 
arently taken from them many 
Democrats admit they are groping 
for a line of attack. 

"We don't come off very well", 
with the public. Senator Ernest- 
Ho I lings of South Carolina, an 
underdog candidate for the pre-: 
sidential nomination, told party 
leaders recently. 

"We need a new symbol', new 
packaging.” 

A White House aide who asked 
not to be named made a similar 
comment: “Our overall imp- 


ression is that the Democrats. have 
yet io find an issue.” he said. 
“They have had a very difficult 
time settling on a vision of the fut- 
ure.” 

Another aide said: “You have 
to have a devil io beat and they 
have no devil." 

"They tried the briefing 
books.” he said in reference to the 
declining row over how Mr. Rea- 
gan’s 1980 campaign staff got Mr. 
Carter briefing papers. “They 
tried arms control. Whether they 


can make anything out of Central 
America remains to be seen." 

White House strategists also 
believe that the leading Dem- 
ocratic contenders, former Vice- 
President Walter Mondale and 
space hero Senator John Glenn of 
'Ohio, have exploitable flaws. 

They see Mr. Mondale as dam- 
aged by his association with the 
unpopular Carter, under whom he 
served for four years. White 
House aides also believe they can' 
capitalise on Mr. Mondale's ide- 


ntification with the liberal wing of 
the Democratic Party. 

A White House public relations 
effort, aided by promises of fle- 
xibility in the U.S. arms control 
negotiating posture, has so far 
'denied the freeze movement a 
major victory in Congress and Mr. 
Reagan aides hope it has neu- 
tralised the issue. 

But fears Mr. Reagan may be 
heading for another Vietnam in 
Centra] America could revive the. 
war-peace issue, especially among 


women — who express far more 
suspicion of him on this point than 
men do and greater disapproval of 
him generally. 

Mr. Reagan has also been bed- 
evilled by charges his policies fav- 
our the affluent and discriminate 
against minorities — the so-called 
“fairness issue.” 

As a senior White House aide 
said. “Every time any kind of eff- 
iciency is made in a programme, 
it's represented as taking bread 
out of the mouth of the hungry." , 
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Why Israel sacked Obeid China seeks more energy 


Following an outbreak of poisoning incidents in which 900*1 ^00 girls 
were hospitalised in the West Bank during the first half of April, Or. 
Hasson . Obeid, head of the West Bank health services was sacked by 
the Israelis. Deborah Pugh of the London-based Middle East mag- 
azine recently interviewed Dr. Obeid and asked him why the Israelis 
dismissed him. 


Q. Have you been given any off- 
icial reasons for your dismissal by 
the civil administration of the ' 
West Bank? 

A. On April 191 received a let- 
ter warning of my dismissal. The 
.employment official in Bert-EI 
told (me) that 1 was not doing my 
job correctly because I was opp-’ 
osing the official line. Z did not 
agree with the mass-hysteria ver- 
dict. 

Q. What was your evaluation of ■ 
the situation about a month after, 
the AJ-Arrabe incident? 

A. As I saw it they were cases of.' 
gas poisoning. There were cases of 
asphyxiation and cyanosis, which . 
are indications of poisoning. Some 
patients were In states of coma and 
semi-coma with cyanosis of the 
face. 

There was no eye reaction to 
light and the pupils were enlarged. - 
limbs were cyanosed; the hands 
and the feet were blue. Some, were 
affected more than others! The 
cyanosis gradually disappeared, in 
some cases over three days. In 
Al-Arrabe the girls 1 symptoms 
came at intervals. They got sick, 
fainted, screamed and were cya- 
nosed for five to 10 minutes. We- 
gave them oxygen, which imp- 
roved their condition. 

When they woke they were' 
euphoric, they wanted to get out 
of bed. to walk or play. Sometimes 
it was up to an hour before the 
next episode, with each episode 
lasting 10 minutes. 

Q. Did their lips go blue every 
time? 

A. Eveiytime. The second day it 
was less, with intermissions lasting 
two to three hours. The third day, 
it happened once or twice. Their : 
blood pressure was high during 
the symptoms and less when they 
abated. 

Q. Might there be a particular 
type of gas responsible for this? 

A. We talked to Ramibam Hos- 
pital. which has one of the best 
toxicological departments in Isr- 
ael. The professor who heads h 
was the first to confirm the pos- 
sibility of hydrogen sulphide. The 
chief medical officer warned that, 
if it was, we would have to treat 
the patients with oxygen. There 
was also the possibility of • 
sodium -nitrate treatment, but it 
was not available. The World Hea- 
lth Organisation and the CDO and 
tfre laboratory we invited all fbund 
hydrogen sulphide present rathe 
school. 

Q. Which laboratory was that? 

A. It was an Israeli mobile lab- 
oratory, called by the Chief Med- 
ical Officer (for Israel). 

Q. What about the later inc- 
idents? 


A. My medical opinion was 
based on the events in Al-Arrabe. 
When it happened in other places, ■ 
we were looking for similarities. 
More people were affected and 
the symptoms seemed less. I wor- 
ked with doctors and responsible 
people in the health services, inc- 
luding toxicologists such as Dr. 
Schwarz and Dr. Costin in the Isr- 
aeli Ministry. They agreed that it 
was probably hydrogen sulphide. 
We sent some patients to Ram- 
bam hospital. The result we rec- 
eived said "suspected exposure to 
toxic gas” . 

Q. How soon did tests begin on 1 
the environment? 

A. Only after three days. In 
Al-Arrabe it happened on March 
21.1 was in school on the night of 
the 22nd with my secretary, and 
the Chief Nurse and the Public 
Health Officer of Beit-EL TsDa 
Aker. As we entered we noticed a- 
bad smell. 

My secretary said she felt dizzy, 
with irritation in the nose and lac- 
biymation (tears in the eyes). I felt 
the same, especially with irritation 
in -the throat. My secretary shut 
herself in my car and refused to 
come out as the smell was eve- 


rywhere. When we returned to the 
car we found that she too was suf- 
fering throat irritation. It affects 
the voice. 

Q. Do you think that you were 
suffering from mass hysteria? 

A. I you don't believe anybody 
else, you have to believe yourself. 
When we got back to Ramallah, I 
sent the Chief Nurse to her home . 
in Jerusalem. She asked for a lab- ' 
oratory to be sent urgently to the- 
schooL i 

Q. And the laboratory came 
three d ays after first incidents; and : 
found traces of hydrogen sul- 
phide? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What about events in Jenin? 

A. On March 26, it started in 
Jenin. 1 received a'call, at about 7 
p.m~, saying that there were many 
patients from east Jenin. We 
didn’t notice any smell, but the 
other doctors who were already 
there told us there had been a 
smell when they arrived. One of 
these was Dr. Nabil Shaikh, senior 
-medical officer in Jenin, who has 
also been removed from his pos- 
ition. 

The smell began after a car pas- 
sed through. There were cases of 
asphyxiation. 

Q. Were there substantial dif- 
ference between the two groups of 
patients? 

A. In ray opinion, an irritant gas 
or something causing a smell was 


released from a car in Jenin. The 
people were afraid. They pan- 
icked and came to the hospital. I 
think 90 per cent of the symptoms 
were psychosomatic. There was. 
cause — the car and the smell — 
but I don’t say there was poison. A 
smell was enough: to cause panic. 

Q. What about the third episode 
in the schools? 

A. As we were busy I was not 
able to go immediately. So we 
asked what had happened. They' 
told us the same story, of an irr- 
itation and a smell, and they came 
to the hospital. 

Q. Were there any more cases? 

A, The fourth wave happened in 
Anabta, Hebron and other places. 
People were in a panic. The .cases 
were very mild. 

In Al-Arrabe _ the symptoms 
were clearly those of poisoning, in 
other places it was mostly diz- 
ziness with some asphyxiation. 
But even so I don’t believe that 
these people came to the hospital 
without cause — it may be fear, 
irritants, a bad smell. 

But even if it was mass hysteria, 
cases of hysterics have to be adm- 
itted to the hospital. Mass hys- 
teria. 1 believe , is more serious 
than food or gas poisoning. Poi- 
soning can be treated; mass hys- 
teria is difficult to treat. 


— The Middle East magazine 



By David HaO 

BEUING — China's one billion 
people each use the energy equ- 
ivalent of 900 kilogrammes (2.000 
pounds) of coal per year, making - 
the nation the world's third largest 
energy consumer, behind the U.S. 
and the USSR. 

Despite this, China is an energy 
poor country. This 0.9 tonnes per 
person is only a quarter of the 
world average and below the’ 
Third World average. 

The country hopes to quadruple 
,its industrial and agricultural pro- 
duction by the year 2000. ach- 
ieving this by “only” doubling its 
energy production. Its success or 
failure may proride other dev- 
eloping countries with lessons in 
how to balance the energy needs 
of industry and agriculture, of cit- 
ies and the countryside, and the 
needs of energy production and 
conservation. 

Today coal provides about half 
of China's energy, but most of this 
coal is in the northwest, and there' 
is not enough transport to move it 
around effectively. Also, the bur- 
ning of coal is inefficient without 
large* capital investment. Some 
two million barrels of oil per day 
.account for another 14 per cent of 
the country’s energy, and China is 
looking for new reserves in the 
-South China Sea. 

Natural gas and hydropower' 
provide another 2 per cent each; 
the nation is planning a large exp- 
ansion of hydropower in the form 
of both very large and very small, 
dams. 

But much of this is industrial 
energy. Some SCO million of 
China’s people live in the cou- 
ntryside. Over SO per cent of the 
energy these people use comes 
from “biomass": firewood, animal 
manures, straw and stalks from 
crops. In fact every man, woman 
and child in rural China uses about 
SUO kilogrammes 11.760 pounds) 
of biomass yearly —half of this in 
the form of agricultural wastes. 

“Commercial energy”, such as 
diesel, kerosene and electricity. 



Rural technicians construct a “biogas digester”, 
which converts agricultural wastes and dung into 


methane gas for cooking, heating and lighting 
{UNEP photo). 


and expensive process —often, in 
fact, impossible. 

But it has also become dear that 
increasing food production is usu- 
ally easier than increasing biomass 
production. 

Increasing energy can help inc- 


provide for only 6 per cent of the -rease agricultural production, 
countryside’s energy needs, while Unless energy can be provided in 
local coal pits and small hydro-' large amounts in the countryside. 


sufficiency techniques. 

Over the past decade some 
seven million simple “biogas dig- 
esters” (in which microbes con-' 
'vert dung and agricultural wastes 
into methane gas for cooking and 
lighting) were distributed in the 


programmes and is encouraging 
the more efficient use of firewood, 
by such simple techniques as the 
use of stoves rather than stone fir- 
eplaces. Ways of increasing pro- 
duction —village woodlots. ene- 
rgy plantation and agro-forestry 


countryside to provide energy for. schemes (mixing crops and trees) 
30 million people. These can get .will also require more government 


electricity projects account for the 
rest. 

Today, some 500 million of 
China’s rural people suffer serious 
fuel shortages for at least 3-5 
months of each year; and in the 
worst-off provinces, 70 per cent of 
the people lack sufficient fuel for 
up to half the year. 


the Chinese could suffer both dec- 
reasing agricultural production 
and a general lowering of living 
standards. 

The question of providing ene- 
rgy for the Chinese people was 
faced at a recent conference here 
on "Energy Resources and Env-„ 
ironment”.. The meeting heard 


twice as much energy from stalks 
and 10 times as much from dung 
than if these fuels were simply 
burned. 

But the biogas programme was 
rushed, and today about a third of 
the digesters do not work, mostly 
as a result of leaks caused by poor 
construction or maintenance. The, 
Chinese recognise thesejjrobletns 


money and backing. 

But this will do little good as 
long as "energy" means coal and 
oil to government planners in the 
capital. This approach emphasises 
industry, at the expense of the K00 
million people to whom “energy” 
means wood, stalks and manure. 


i to half the year. ironment". . The meeting, heard Chinese recognise these ^problems And unless government energy 

In China, as elsewhe^.lt is bee- 1 ' )&licy statements on coaL oil, gas, and are seek Ing ways, of correcting planners can find ways of pro- 


oming widely recognise)} *that exc-^’ltjMro and nuclear production, 
essive use of biomass —whether Solar, wind, geothermal and bio- 
over-cutting forests or removing mass energies were also discussed, 
crop residues and manure from Strangely absent from the pol- 
the fields — can cause erosion,, icy statements was a strong com- 


‘The symptoms were clearly those of poisoning (Middle East magazine photo). 


desertification, flooding and dec- 
reased soil fertility. Such des- 
truction can come very rapidly, 
but rehabilitation can be a long 


mitment to improving the supply 
of biomass. This was odd. because 
China has a reputation for pio- 
neering rural energy self- 


ithem, such as using plastic covers, 
and are intensively studying both 
the biology and engineering asp- 
ects of biogas production. They 
also seem to be taking the pea- 
sants' needs and views more into 
account than previously. 

The government is also pushing- 
massive national reforestation 


ducing more biomass in the cou- 
ntryside. not only could China's 
rural development hopes be das- 
hed. but its agriculture could falter 
as well. 
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The youthful style with 
_3neye to the future 


^ Dafly Lmcteon Buffet \ 
Special Buffet 
On Friday 





SHAKHSHIR 
Rent A Car 

Middle East Hotel 

Tel: 668958 

667159 667160 ext. 124 
P.O. Box 9122 
Amman, Jordan 


INVITES VOU 

to ch^ atILf 3Rplai3 

Tl-E M05T SOPHISTICATED FRB'JCH 
RESTAURANT N TOWN 



Spo&e 



US 


4<usU> 


Come and Enjoy your 


self at Holiday Inn Aqaba 
for n .soo JD half board 
per person only . . 






■Siwpil 



One <>! I he besl 3 
hotels in Amman 
Tin; 

AMBASSADOR 


IN 

SABAS II A 
REST A l ’RAN" i 
KOREAN 
JAPANESE 
CHINESE 
El- ROPE AN 
TOOT) 

I cl. 665161. 62 63 

l Al. 63 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditkraed 

The first & best 
Chines^ Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman. 

near Ahliyyah Girls School 
* 

Open dally 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968' 




£>i4r'r I 


Try oir thek Juicy 
SucaJent Beef Steaks 



CHINA 
RESTAURAN 

ABOVE HOMAU 
SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 1 1.30 - 3:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 


CLEARANCE: 

SHIPPING • TRAVEL & TOURISM 
AIR FREIGHT -PACKING 




GENERAL SALES agents EOS 
SAS SCANDINAVIAN AIRLINES 
THAI AIRWAYS 

T*l. 37195, 22324-5 6-7.8-9 
Tlx. 21212, 21520, 21634 
P.O Bex: 7806, AMMAN 


THE BEST OPTICIAN IN TOWN 
IS LOCATED IN THE FINEST HOTEL 
IN TOWN 

OPTIKOS 

INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL 

EYES EXAMINED CONTACT LENSES 
SAME DAY DELIVERY 
-OPTIKOS INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL 
Daily 8 a.ca. to 10 p.m. 

•8 DAYS A WEEK 
TEL: 42043, AMMAN 
• N.B. NO BRANCHES' IN JORDAN 


^CHINESE^- 

Restaurant 

TAIWAN 

TOURISMO 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman 
Opp. AkHah' Maternity . 
Hospital 

Tel: 41093 * 

Open daily 

1 £00 - 4:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. - midnight 

iTake-away orders welcome 



CROWN INTERNATIONAL 
WORLDWIDE 


‘Tpr’-”-— fee* 1 A inttraarimnl w mn ti 

* siiipputg & forwarding (air, land. 

* Stonge * packing * Gritting * clearing 

* door-to-do or serv ice . 

CROWN INTERNATIONAL EOT. 

Imnw Jabal Hussain • Firas Circle 
Tal. C64090- fix. 22205 BESMCO JO. 
Aqaba: Tel. 5776 
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CDCWN 

DonsaDE 

tar ant u rt— Uiimj 


Miramar 

Hotel 


* * * • 

Oriental Restaurant 
Kope an- Japanese 
• Chinese 
Best food 
you ever taste ! 
Aqaba, Tel. 4339/41 
TLX 62275 JO 






ROOFTbf* NIGHTCLUB 
Best Oriental & 

: Europtan Program. / 




For Rre, »<foOpO/)3 ^ j 
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Jordan defeats 
Somalia 

AMMAN IJ.T.) — Jordan 
Thursday night beat Somalia 
82-60 in the Fifth Arab Bas- 
ketball Championships opening 
match, under the patronage of. 
Minister of Culture and Youth 
Ma’n Abu Nowar at the Sports 
City's Sports Palace. 

The opening ceremony had 
taken place at five o'clock in the 
afternoon when participating 
Arab teams from nine countries 
paraded in the Palace hafl, fol- 
lowed by a performance by 
some local troupes of Jordanian 
folklore dances. 


Helsinki’s Olympic stadium will 
make more history on Sunday 


'HELSINKI (R) — Helsinki’s 
Olympic stadium, the venue for a 
host of sparkling athletics per- 
formances over the past 31 years, 
will witness further history on 
Sunday when the first World 
Championships begin. 

The eight-day championships 
bring together more than 2.000 
athletes from I5X countries, a 
third more than the greatest num- 
ber of nations ever to take part in 
an Olympic Games, iu Munich in 
1 ^ 72 . 

It is also the first full meeting of 
the world’s -top atheietes since 
those Munich games. Political 
boycotts meant many of the 
world’s leading athletes missed 
' the 1976 and 19*0 Olympics, giv- 
ing this years inaugural World 
Championships an extra com- 
petitive edge. 

Appropriately Finland, with its 
proud athletics history and tra- 
dition of passionate support for 
the sport, has been chosen to 
host the championships, which 
will be held every four years. 

The stadium was built for the. 
cancelled l y 4o Olympics and 
eventually used for the 1952 


games, which will be forever rem- 
embered for the performances of 
legendary Czechoslovak long- 
distance runner Emil Zatopek. 

Zatopek. who ran with his face 
contorted as if he were in mortal 
agony, won a unique treble in the 
5JHW metres, lu.uuo and mar- 
athon to enter the realm of spo- 
rting immortals. 

Zatopek and his wife Dana will 
be guests here and should cer- 
tainly witness performances every 
bit as compelling as his unf- 
orgettable 1952 triumphs. 

One man who may dominate his 
events as irresistibly as Zatopek is 
22-year-old U.S. sprinter and long 
jumper Carl Lewis. 

Lewis heads an American sprint 
contingent determined to reassert 
U.S. supremacy after the dis- 
appointment of missing the 19X0 
Moscow Olympics when his cou- 
ntry stayed away because of Soviet 
intervention in Afghanistan. 

The explosive American, who 
has inevitably been compared 
with his great compatriot Jesse 
Owens, is clear favourite for the 
IOU metres and could even con- 
ceivably beat Bob Beamon's 


world long jump record of x.yo 
metres set in the thin air of Mexico 
City in the 196N Olympics. 

Beamon's jump was an ast- 
onishing but freakish leap whereas 
Lewis has been steadily building 
to a peak this year with a best of 
*.79 metres. 

The United States, the Soviet 
Union and Easi Germany have 
entered the largest teams and sho- 
uld dominate the medal rankings. 

But of far more interest to the 
spectators here, and the millions 
throughout the world who will be 
closely following the competition 
on television, will be the ind- 
ividual duels. 

One of the most thrilling should 
be the 1 Jim metres, one of the 
game's glamour events, where 
competition will be fierce and 
even bruising as the world's lea- 
ding runners jostle for position. 

Olympic champion Sebastian 
Coe ws not selected for the 1 Jih» 
and has since withdrawn from the 
games altogether. But his British 
rival Steve Ovett, the Olympic 
xoo metres titleholder and Uihi 
metres world record holder, will 
be running. 


So loo will another of Britain's 
current rich crop of middle- 
distance runners. European and 
Commonwealth Champion Steve 
Cram, along with American Steve 
Scott and the lean Moroccan Said 
Aouita, the world’s fastest this 
year. 

The decathlon seems certain to 
be a two-man battle between Bri- 
tain's Olympic. European and 
Commonwealth Champion Daley 
Thompson and the man who took 
the world record off him this year. 
West Germany’s Juergen Hin- 
gsen. 

But there is a question marie 
over Thompson's form because of 
a groin injury which has restricted 
him this year. 

The women's high jump will 
also feature a two-way clash bet- 
ween West German Ulrike vley- 
farth and the Soviet Union’s Tam- 
ara Bykova, whose 2.113 metres 
last vtarch at the European Ind- 
oor Championships is a cen- 
timetre higher than Meyfanh’s 
outdoor mark. 





American football comes to London 


LONDON (R) — Even Wembley 
stadium has never seen anything 
like it in a 60-year history of eve- 
nts which includes the 194X Oly- 
mpics. the 1966 World Soccer 
Cup final, and such diverse sports 
as speedway, rugby league, box- 
ing, hockey, showjumping and 
hurling. 

Saturday’s Global Cup contest 
between the Minnesota Vikings 
and the St. Louis Cardinals may be 
billed as a football match— but try . 
telling, that to the battle-hardened 
veterans of the terraces. 

The Yanks are coming to Lon- 
don. bringing their own brand of 
football with them for the first 
time, and the only thing local fans 
will recognise are the familiar por- 
table hot-dog and Hamburger 
stalls along the Wembley way. 

Gridiron football has a small 
but passionate television fol- 
lowing in Britain where over four 
million television viewers watched 
Iasi year’s Superbowl live at 02 Jo 
local time. 

But few can explain why they 
enjoy it. To Britons. American 
football is a mysterious war game 
in which human giants don layers 
of protective body armour— then 
use their helmets, shoulder, thigh 
and knee pads and chest pro- 
tectors as weapons. 

In British football, where the 
violence is usually conducted on 


Soviet, U.S. women clash 
for world basketball title 


SAG PAULO (Ri — Perennial 
rhals the Soviet Union and the 
United States meet Saturday to 
decide the ninth women's wprld 
basketball title with the stage set 
tor a furious battle. 

The all-conquering Soviets, live 
times champions, forfeited their 
title four years ago by refusing to 
play in South Korea where the 
eighth championships were held. 

In their absence the American 
women won. Face to face again in 
Sao Paulo, the two titans of 
women’s basketball swept aside 
all opposition to set up Saturday’s 
showdown in the final. 

Their first encounter last Sat- 
urday was a drama tic struggle with 
the Soviet Union winning X5-.N4 
when a last second American shot 
bounced oft the basket- rim and 
tell outside. 

The U.S. women started the 
finals shakily, needing extra lime 
to defeat China in their opening 
match. But they improved steadily 
during their seven games, showing 
vast reserve *» n I skill over the other 
teams. 

The Soviet women were imp- 
ressive throughout, confidently 
winning all their games. The star 
of the side is 2.1 n metre Ulvana 
Semyonova, tallest player in the 


championship and head and sho- 
ulders above almost all her mar- 
kers. 

Before the final China and 
South Korea play off for third 
place, a match certain to draw 
noisy crowds of supporters to Sao 
Paulo’s Ibirapuera stadium. 

The huge ciiv has large com- 
munities from both countries and 
their first meeting, won 72-69 by 
China, was fiercely contested from 
the stands. 

The two Asian teams reached 
the bronze medal playoff despite 
losing their last matches in the fin- 
als league Thursday night to unf- 
ancied sides. 

Poland beat China H3-75. while 
Yugoslavia, who had not won a 
single match in the league, sal- 
v aged some honour by surprising a 
tired South Korean side 7o-57, 

The final table showed Lhe Sov- 
iet Union unbeaten on 14 points, 
followed closely by the United 
States with 1 3. Four teams were 
levelon in points but South Korea 
and China go through on the basis 
of achieving the best results in the 
games between the four. 

Brazil, the host nation, finished 
fifth. Bulgaria sixth. Poland sev- 
enth and Yugoslavia eighth. 


TODAY TODAY 

RAINBOW CINEMA 
THEATRE 

Presents the top hillarious adventure film: 

THE CANNONBALL RUN 


BURT REMUS 
ROGER MOCRE 
BWHHFJWCEIf 
DQfflfJBUEE 


NON S& 



Starring: 

Burt Reynolds 

Roger Moore 
Dom De Luise 

Farrah Fawgett ^ 

With Special Guest Star: Dean Martin 

Performances: 3:30 p.m.: 6:00 p.m.; 8:30 P- m - 

Air-conditioned theatre hall. 


Australia’s cup hope faces disqualification 


NEWPORT. Rhode Island (Rj — 
Australia II. which the Americans 
concede is capable of wresting the 
America's Cup from (hem (his 
year for the first time in the 1 32- 
year-old history of (he yachting 
trophy, faced the threat of dis- 
qualification on Friday. 

The threat was posed by a claim 
by the New York Yacht Club, hol- 
ders of the cup. that the Australian 
boat's controversial, secrecy- 
shrouded keel makes it faster than 
conventional 1 2 metre yachts and 
is unfair. 

The club disclosed Thursday 
night that it had asked an int- 
ernational governing body in 
yacht racing for an immediate rul- 
ing on the legality of Australia irs 
keel. • 

If the verdict goes against Aus- 
tralian boat’s“secret weapon" the . 
crew would either have to pull out 
of the cup challenge or alter the 
craft in such way that its speed 
might be considerably reduced. 

Australia II is way out in front in 
the (rials (o decide which foreign 
boat is to challenge the Americans 
for (he cup in a best-of-seven ser- 
ies beginning September 13 and. 
on current form. Lhere seems lit- 
tle chance of any of the other con- 
tenders catching up. 

The final place in the semi- 
finals of the challengers’ series was 
filled Friday by Canada I when it 
beat the Italian yacht Azzurra by 
39 seconds. 

The Canadian boat's victory 
meant elimination for another 
Australian boat, challenge 12. 

Disqualification of Australia 11 
would be unprecedented in the 
history of the event which dates 
back to August 1X51. when the 


cup was won by the schooner Am- 
erica. The Americans have def- 
eated every challenge since then. 

In a letter to the keel boat tec- 
hnical committee of the Int- 
’emational Yacht Racing Union 
1 1 YRU j in London, the New York 
Yacht Club says that Australia II 
is faster than more conventional 
1 2 metre yachts and quite likely 
would beat the Americans for the 
cup. 

But the letter, written by James 
Michael, a member of the New 
York club's America’s Cup Com- 
mittee. maintained that the keel 
was either illegal or unfairly rated 
• under the rules of the int- 
ernational 12 metre class. 

The keel that has been the tar- 
get of so much controversy inc- 
orporates wing-shape fins that 
project horizontally from the bot- 
tom of the boat. 

Though the Australians have 
been tight-lipped about the adv- 
antages. the keel is reported to 
add stability to Australia II and 
give it exceptional upwind speed. 
The New York dub has concluded 
that the keel adds immerasurably 
to the boat's speed and gives it an 
unfair advantage. 

■ The call for a top-level ruling on 
its legality was prompted by an 
apparent change of heart by Mark 
Vinbury. American member of 
the three-man group which app-. 
roved the keel when it was mea- 
sured early in June. 

The other members of this 
group were Anthony Watts, the 
chief measurer for the lyru. and 
Jack Savage, a representative of 
the Sydney Yacht Squadron in 
Australia. 

Vinbury said in a letter to 
Watts: “ 1 have no doubt that our 


committee measured Australia 
IT 5 keel according to the rule. I am 
concerned, however, that the rule 
as it is currendy written is notable 
to access the unusual shape of this 
keel and thereby rate the yacht 
fairly." 

A leading U.S. naval architect. 
Halsey Henreshoff. joined in the 
controversy by supplying the New 
York club with seven pages of tec- 
hnical matter in support of its 
claim. 

And Halsey, who is navigator 
•for the yacht Liberty, the boat 
most likely to defend the cup for 
the U.S. this year, also ad mined 
that Lhe Americans were likely to 
lose the trophy to Australia II as 
things stood. 

Heneshoff said in one par- 
agraph of his seven-page memo to ■ 
Michael: “If the closely guarded, 
peculiar keel design of Australia 11 
is allowed to remain ' in com-' ' 
petition or is allowed to continue 
to be rated without penalty, the 
yacht will likely win the foreign 
trials and will likely win the Ame- 
rica's Cup in September. 19X3” 

Michael attached the memo to. 
his letter to the International 
Yacht Racing Union and said it 
was being submitted as an exhibit. 

Herreshoff also criticised the 
Australians for keeping their keel 
wrapped in secrecy. “Over the 
132-year history of the cup." he 
said, "'there is no precedent for 
anything like the... oddness of 
Australia irs keel. 

On Thursday night in Newport 
the syndicate backing Australia II 
made it clear they had no intention 
either of pulling out of the contest 
or changing the shape of Australia 
II. 

Alan Bond, chairman of the 
syndicate, said he was not con- 


cerned over the New York club's 
latest move. “We don’t think they 
have any foundation." he said. 
“ We' re racing under international 
rules and not rules set up for the 
benefit of one club. We're quite 
satisfied all will be well... we’ll 
continue to race and to do our 
best." 

cent certain that we have a legal 1 2 
and they’re going to have to beat 
us on the ocean*." 

The dispute over Australia H*s 
keel was matched by tension 
among. other challengers oh Fri- 
day over who would fill the last 
semi-final place in the trial series. 

The crew of Canada I had to 
wait almost five hours after the 
end of their race against Azzurra 
to Find out that they had officially 
won it and clinched the last place 
in the semi-finals. 

Both yachts finished the race 
wfih protest flags flying, and a dis- 
qualification could have cost the 
Canadians their semi-final place. 

The issue was fun her com- 
plicated by a protest filed by Cha- 
llenge 12 against Australia 11. But 
the jury eventually ruled in favour 
of Canada 1 . which eliminated the 
need to deal with Challenge 12’s 
protest as Challenge 1 2 could no 
longer catch up with Canada 1 . 

Australia 11. whose crew show$ i 
no sign of being unduly worried by 
the keel controversy, defeated 
Challenge 1 2 by one minute and 
five seconds and finished the pre- 
liminary trials with a record of 36 
wins in 40 races. 

The standings at the completion 
of the current series were: Aus- 
tralia II. 1 9.XX points: Victoty X3.’ 
13.44: Azzurra. 12.2U: Canada L 
11.72: Challenge 12. 111.6(1: Fra- 
nce 3. 3.12: Advance (Australia). 
II.KII. 










The Golf Club 


The Golf Committee of the Hussein Youth City 
Club invites ail those interested in the game ofgolf 
to attend a meeting which will be held in the Ass- 
embly Hall at 5 D-m. Saturday 6 August, 1983 to 
discuss matters pertaining to this subject. 


For Rent 

Furnished Studio 

Consists of one bedroom, kitchen and bath. Centrally hea- 
ted. 

Location Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Tel: 41443 



°Pening 


VILLA 
FOR RENT 

A groynd-floor villa with a total area of 200-sq .m. 
Three bedrooms, two bathrooms; salon and din- 
ing room; two verandas, garden. Telephone. 

.Shmeisani, pis. call tel: 44117 


FOR RENT 


One furnished bedroom apartment with spacy living area 
and beautiful scenery - TV. - Telephone - Central heating - 
Private root 

Location 3rd Circle 

CaD 41345 between 5 - 10 p.m. daily. 


the terraces, the weaponry con- 
sists of heavy boots and bare knu- 
ckles. 

Spectators have also been 
known to stage pitch invasions on 
o ccas ions but with the likes of six 
foot seven inch. 262-pound Car- 
dinals' star An Plunkett patrolling 
the hallowed Wembley turt fans 
would be well advised to stay off 
the grass. 

The Vikings can expect lo have 
the backing of the crowd. Not that 
.many will have any idea where 
Minnesota is... but any team which 
boasts the nickname of “the pur- 
ple people eaters" will capture the 
imagination of the typical English 
football spectator. 


It has cost the promoters over 
£1 million (SI. 5 million) to stage 
the game bui with prices ranging 
from £5-50 (S7.5U-75} a crowd of 
around only 3< * J >00 is expected in 
the Xu.uih) capacity stadium. 

Those who do turn up. however, 
can look forward to an exciting 
and colourful spectacle. 

Certainly. Stanley Matthews. 
Tom Finney and Kevin Keegan 
would hardly recognise Wembley 
stadium. 

The soccer goal posts have 
made way for the American 
rugby-style equivalent, there is a 
huge red. white and blue National 
Football League (NFL) emblem 
where the centre spot used to be. 


Tambay shows old form 
in Hockenheim practice 


HOCKENHEIM. West Germany 
l R» — Patrick Tambay of France, 
showing his old Hockenheim 
form, took a convincing lead in 
first practice here on Friday for 
Sunday’s West German Formula 
One Grand Prix. 

Tambay. last year' s winner 
here, look his Ferrari round in a 
sensational one minute 49.32 K 
seconds at an average speed of 

223.X14 kph. 

Teammate Rene Amoux tur- 
ned the session into a Ferrari dom- 
ination. Both Ferraris were qui- 
cker than 1 :5». leaving Andrea de 
Cesaris of Italy in third place, 
about one and a half seconds adrift 
of Tambay. 

Track conditions were ideal, 
allowing the super-fasi tur- 
bocharged cars to take the firsL 1 1 
places. 


Best placed among the con- 
ventional cars was defending 
World Champion Keke Rosberg 
of Finland. 1 2th in a Williams. He 
turned in a clocking of 1:55.2X9. 
nearly six seconds behind Tam- 
bay. 

Brazilian Raul Boesel ended his 
first practice session by crashing 
spectacularly at the Sachs bend. 
He was taken to the nearby Hei- 
delberg University clinic with 
chest bruises and cuts on his thr- 
oat. but race officials said he was 
not in immediate danger. 

The hospital later discharged 
Boesel. who returned to the track 
with a thick bandage around his 
neck. 

Race officials said he intended 
to Lake part in Saturday's final 
practice and decide then whether 
he felt fit enough to race on Sun- 
day. 


Audis strengthen lead 
in Argentine Motor Rally 


BUENOS AIRES (Ri — Swe- 
den’s Stig Blomqvist defied tor- 
rential rain and Patagonia's 
muddy roads to consolidate his 
lead in the second stage of the 
Argentine Motor Rally. 

The downpour Lumed the dirt 
roads into treacherous, slippery 
tracks but Blomqvists' four-wheel 
drive Audi Ouactro revelled in the 
conditions. " 

After Thursday’s 713 kra stage 
from the provincial capital of 
Neuquen to the ski resort of San 
Carlos de Bariloche. four works 
Audis continued to dominate the 
event with Blomqvist leading vet- 
eran Finn Hannu Alik kola by one 
minute eight seconds. 


Frenchwoman Michele Mouta 
and Kenyan ace Shekhar vleht 
were third and fourth respective! 
buL more than five and six minute 
back. 

Blomqvist has led from the stai 
of the four-leg World Che 
mpionship event. He won two c 
the four timed sections with Mifc 
kola and Italian Adanico Vut 
afieri in a Lancia winning one ap 
ece. ” 

But the testing conditions di 
not suit local hero Ruben < 
Palma. His Audi Ouauro left ih 
road and hit a tree but both he an 
his co-driver escaped unhurt. 

On Friday the XO cars still in ifi 
race leave on a 660-km stage arc 
und Bariloche. 


Spencer could secure title 
in Swedish Grand Prix 


ANDERSTORP. Sweden (R; — 
American Freddie Spencer could 
secure the World Motorcycle 
Championship in his first full sea- 
son here on Sunday by winning the 
Swedish 5oocc- Grand Prix. 

Spencer, a 21 -year-old from 
Louisiana who lives up to his nic- 
kname “Fast Freddie”, leads the 
championship from his more exp- 
erienced compatriot Kenny Rob- 
erts by just two points. 

And with only two events left, a' 
victory worth 15 points would 
push Spencer into an unassailable 
lead-assuming Roberts finishes 
out of the points rankings. 

But that is unlikely to happen. 
Roberts, seeking his fourth World 
Championship.-is in brilliant form 
having won five Grands Prix in 
recent weeks to cut back Spencer’s 
early season lead. 

. And the 31-year-old. who lan- 
ded the title between J97x and 
19X0. wants to win the cha- 
mpionship once more before ret- 
iring. 

Roberts pushed Spencer into 
second place at last week’s*British 
event at Silveistone in a race mar- 
red by the deaths of two riders. 

Spencer steered his. Honda to 
victoty in the opening three races 
of the season and won two of the 
next four to open an impressive 
lead in the standings. 

But if he is unable to secure the 
crown on Sunday, all will hinge on 
the final round of the cha- 
mpionship at San Marino on Sep- 
tember 4. 

Spencer clocked one minute" 
42.62 seconds on Friday, the fas- 


test time in practice, with Italian 
Marco Lucchinelli half-a-second 
behind on 1:43.29. 

Roberts was three seconds fur- 
ther back in l :45.57. 

Randy Maraola. a third Ame- 
rican at the top of the 5U0cc sta-. 
ndings. finished behind his two 
countrymen at Silverstone to ret- 
ain his third place overall on 79 
points. 

But he trails second-placed 
Roberts by 36 points although he 
was ahead of him in practice on 
Friday, recording a fourth fastest 
time of 1 : 44.54. 


Baseball star 
arrested for 
‘fowl’ ball 

TORONTO (R) — New York 
Yankees baseball Star Dave Win- 
field is in trouble with Lhe 
law-over a “fowl ball” which 
brought down a seagulL 

Midway through an American 
League baseball game against the 
Toronto Blue Jays Thursday 
night, the outfielder hit and killed 
the bird as he ihrew a warmup 
ball. 

After the game. Winfield, who 
knocked in the winning run in the 
Yankees' 3-1 vicioiy, was taken 
away by police and charged with 
cruelty to animals. 

He was released on bail but now 
faces a maximum $4t)« > fine and six 
months in jail if convicted. 


WANTED 

SECRETARY SEEKS EMPLOYMENT 

Secretary (First Language English) seeks full-time or part- 
time job. Also speaks Arabic fluently. 

Call Teresa phone No. 

38762 9.30 a.m. - 2.00 p.m. 
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to fill trading gap 
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■^VEIXINGTO^(R) — New Zea- ; 
land moved Friday to fill a gap in 
foreign exchange dealings across 
the Pacific when Prime Minister 1 
Robert Middoon announced the 
award of nine new licences to deal 
in foreign currency. 

Since the new Labour gov- 
ernment in Canberra clamped 
down last March on speculative 
foreign exchange dealing by Aus- 
tralian .firms, there has been a 
yawning void when the worldwide 
activity in foreign currencies dwi- 
ndled to a trickle. 

There is a seven-hour time dif- 
ference between California and 
Japan and an eight-hour dif- 
ference with Hong Kong —a third 
of the day when dealers round the 


world cannot trade in foreign exc- 
hange and feel vulnerable to sud- 
den- political or economic dev- 
elopments which affect currency 
values. 

Until Canberra clamped down 
on currency dealings Australian 
firms reduced that gap to six 
hours. With New Zealand moving 
in to fill Sydney's role, the gap is 
now cut to five hours and the ball 
of worldwide foreign exchange 
dealing can be kept rolling. 

Dealers in New Zealand have 
said they do not expect it to bec- 
ome a major dealing centre. But 
they thought the granting of more 
licences would inject a keen ele- 
ment of competition into the mar- 
ket and help the conn try’s traders. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Share prices finished easier but were above the 
lows, dealers said. Prices were marked down at the outset ref- 
lecting concern over the direction of U.S. interest rates but a 
technical -rally bought prices off the bottom. At 1500 the F.T. 
index was down 2.0 at 721.6 after a foil of 7.6 at 1000. 

Leading shares mostly closed only a penny or two below Thu- 
■ rsday night' s finish having lost up to 6p earlier. GEC was down 2p 
at 21 8p, after opening at 214p. Standard Telephone and Cable 
was a rare firm feature, rising 18p to 324p following interim 
results. 

U.S. shares were weaker following Thursday’s Wall Street los- 
ses while, gold shares foil in line with the bullion price. 

Government bonds opened with losses stretching to % point at 
the longer end but rallied shortly before midsession, dealers said. 
By the close prices generally showed net falls of between 'A and Vt 
point, they added. 

Banks tended to remain on the day's lows with Barclays losing. 
lUp at 499p on profit-taking following Thursday s gains which 
were prompted by better than expected interim results. Nat West 
shed 12p to close at 622p. 

Oils were steady to slightly harder with Lasmo unchanged at 
343p. after 340p. while Tricentrol added 2p at 22(lp after an 
earlier loss of 6p. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


.One sterling - 
One U.SiekvEar 


One ounce of gold 


1 .4795/4805 

1.2346*49 -• 

2.6865/75- 

3. 0010/25 

2.1725/35 

53.80/84 

8.0865/95 

1590.00/1600.00 

244.55/65 

7.8725/75 

7 JS 025/75 

9.6600/50 

408.40/408.90 


U.S. dollars 

Canadian dollars 

West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


THE BETTER HALF, 
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'It's a great sleeping aid! The price makes you 
pass out instantly!" 




Unscramble those four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and Bob LM 


BOI 

FU 

L- 


nh 

r 


V > ^ 

•wsssaar m 



L3 

AIGG 



rs. 

S-4 
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TACTIN 


c 

c 
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her: race \s her 
fortune, aup rr 

R\Jb& INTO THIS. 

Now arrange the cbdsd tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gest by the above cartoon. 


Amwarhen:A IT X X XJ (XXX XjLJ, 

(Answers tomorrow) . 

. , I Jumbter. APRON WRATH ELDEST BURLAP -. 

Yesterday 1 * I - In order to find out which Wnd of k^craam , 

soda la the beat, taka this— . 

A ■‘STRAW’* POLL I 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.K. unemployment soars again 

LONDON (R) — Unemployment in Britain climbed back . .ablove 
three milli on last month to reach 3,020,600, 12.7 per cent of the 
workforce, the Department of Employment said Thursday. 

Saudi- Austrian trade increases ■ “ 

VIENNA (OPECNA) — Austrian exports to Saudi Arabia inc- 
reased by 70 percent in 1 982, reaching S240 million. They rose by 
a further 21 per cent from January to May this year. 

U.S. car sales rise again 

DETROIT (Rl — Sales of American-made care rose sharply in 
late July, the seventh consecutive 10-day period to show a gain. 
Rising sales of mid-size eras for most producers led the latest 
surge as sales rose to 232,767 from 188,352 cars in the cor- 
responding period of 1982. It was the best performance for the 
late-July period in four years. 

Arab bank plans Eurobond issue 

FRANKFURT (R) — The Bahrain-based Arab Banking Cor- 
poration plans to raise ZOO million marks ($37.6 million) through 
a Eurobond issue, bond market sources said Thursday. The issue, 
p lanne d for Augu. 22, would be among the first fixed rate bonds in 
the Eurobond market by an Arab-owned bank. West Germany’s 
Commerzbank would be lead manager of the issue. 

$105m order saves Irish shipyard 

BELFAST (R) — Harland and Wolff, once the world's biggest 
shipyard, was saved from probable collapse Thursday by a £70 
million (£105 million) order for four ships. The order will keep 
almost all the yard’s 5,700 workers in work while the company 
searches for further orders, it said in a statement But both com- 
pany chairman Mr. John Parker and yard union leader Mr. Jimmy 
Blair said the order from the London-based Blue Star Line was 
only' a breathing space. 

Kafaoglu visits S. Arabia Sunday 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish Finance Minister Adnan Kafaoglu will 
travel to Saudi Arabia on Sunday for talks on expanding financial 
cooperation between the two countries, finance ministry officials 
said Thursday. 

U.S. sells dairy products to Egypt 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States has sold surplus butter 
and cheese to Egypt despite protests in the European community, 
an Agriculture Department official said. The $44 million deal 
—to be paid in Egyptian currency with a three-year interest-free 
credit --involved 18,000 tonnes of butter and 10,000 tonnes of 
cheddar and processed cheese. 

Indonesia .boosts;; trade with M.E. 

- • 

JAKARTA (OPECNA) — Indonesia’s exports of services to the 
Middle East in terms of construction company -operations and 
manpower were valued at $500 million last year. About 35,00Q 
Indonesians were engaged in development projects in the region, 
according to figures released here by the department of trade. The 
overseas workforce earns an estimated $70 million a year in 
foreign exchange. Indonesian exports of non-oil commodities to 
Middle'East countries reached $1 50 miDiou last year, double the 
value recorded in 1978. 

W. German unemployment rises 

NUREMBERG, West Germany (R) — The number of West 
German jobless rose by 75,1 1 8 to 2.2 million in July after falling 
' for four successive months. Federal Labour Office President Josef ■ 
Sting! said Thursday. The data for last month put those out of. 
. work at 8.9 per cent of the labour force, compared to 8.7 per cent 
in June. At the same time the number of workers on short time fell 
by 60,305 in June to 434,698, while job vacancies also fell from 
85,621 to 82.498. 


Dollar purges 
to new peaks 

FRANKFURT (Rj — Central banks were again goaded into action 
Friday to defend their currencies against the dollar, whif h surged to 
new highs against the French franc and West German mark on 
renewed fears of firmer U.S. 'interest rates. 

The dollar climbed rapidly to above 269 marks in Frankfurt Friday 
morning, reaching levels not seen since the middle of February 1974. 

It had hovered around 2.66 marks earlier this week, held back by 
heavy central bank intervention. 

In Paris, the dollar surged to an all-riroe high of 8.0940 French 
francs after Thursday's close of 8.02. 

Dealers in Frank fun suggested that the scale of central banks' 
intervention this week was at least £800 million and could be as high 
as£J billion. 

The West German Bundesbank officially announced during the 
morning session that it was again intervening in a coordinated move 
with other European central banks to "correct disorderly market 
conditions.'’ 

Foreign exchange dealers said the Bundesbank was triggered into 
action when the dollar hit 2.695U marks. 

By mid-afternoon the mark had recovered slightly to 2.6850. 

The Bundesbank* s sale of S30 million at Friday's fixing brings its 
total sales of the U.S. currency at fixing sessions along this week to 
nearly $250 million. 

The Bank of France also intervened Friday during the Paris fixing 
' session. 

Dealers said the bank sold $170 million. 

In Zurich, a spokesman for the Swiss National Bank confirmed 
that the bank was continuing its intervention, selling an unspecified 
amount of dollars and Swiss francs for marks. 

In Vienna, the Austrian National Bank said it had sold an uns- 
pecified amount of dollars to help stabilise the mark in the bank's first 
sizeable intervention since the dollar’s surge. 

News late on Monday that the U.S. Federal Reserve, the Bank of 
Japan and the Bundesbank had been jointly intervening against the 
dollar for two days at first pulled the dollar back. 

But a reported forecast Thursday by the chief economist ai the 
First Boston Corporation that yields on long maturity bonds would 
rise to 13 per cent by the end of the year revived the fear of rises in 
U.S. interest rates, sparking off a new surge. 

Belief that U.S. M-l money supply will show a rise of around S 1 
billion when announced later Friday, suggesting the need for a tighter 
monetary policy, also boosted the dollar. 

bealers in Frankfurt saw the dollar’s renewed rise as proof that 
central bank intervention cannot in the long run break a currency's 
trend. 

Since the beginning of 1983. the French franc has taken the worst 
battering from the dollar, losing 16.6 per cent of its value, with the 
marie loring a hefty 1 1 per cent. 

The Italian lira has also fared badly, losing 14 percent of its dollar 
value, while sterling has fallen by eight, the Swiss franc by 6.3 and the 
yen by four per cent. 

Share prices on the Frankfurt. Paris and Tokyo stock markets fell 
in the face of the strong dollar Friday, although in London prices 
recovered slightly after falling sharply at the start. 

Sterling fell a cent to $1.4740 but later recovered to $1 .4840 in 
London, slightly down on Thursday's SI. 4875 closing. 

The Bank of England has not joined the concerted effort to brake 
the dollar's advance. 

The Hong Kong dollar and the Japanese yen, which had both fallen 
. at the hands of the U,S> currency, in the Far East, also recovered a 
little. ;j , 

. In London, the Hong Kong dollar rose from the low of 7.5800 seen 
in Hong Kong to trade at 7.4800 and the yen, after reaching a 1983 
low of 244.75 in Tokyo, rose slightly to 244.15 to the dollar. 

The Bundesbank is now faced with a growing dilemma over how to 
deal with the continued weakness of the mark as doubts grow over 
the effectiveness of its intervention on the currency markets. 

Commercial bank economists in Frankfurt said the Bundesbank 
seemed to have embarked on a twin policy to combat the dollar's 
surge — intervention and making less money available to money 
markets. 

This tightening of money market liquidity should mean that with 
the banks having to bid for a smaller amount of funds, money market 
interested rates win be forced up, making German rates more com- 
petitive. 

■But the economists said that if this proved ineffective, a rise in 
leading interest rates may be the only option. 

The Bundesbank last cut its interest rates in March by a full point 
but some economists feel the size of the cut is partly responsible for 
the current weakness of the mark. 

The Bundesbank’s policy-making council meets next Thursday 
after its summer break and rumours grew Friday that a drastic 
-tightening of policy could be in the pipeline. 


Peanuts 


HEY, LOOK HERE' I 
GOT A LETTER FROM 
CHUCK! H0U) ABOUT THAT?! 


IT SURE HAS A LOT OF , , 
5MUP6ES, THOUGH, D0E5N*T 
IT? 0L 1 CHUCK'S NOT MUCH 
F0RWRmN6 WITH INK.. 




Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 


HEY, JSFF7 «MME 
A KlICKEL. RSHC 
THE Fy>gWN<g f 



Andy Capp 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 1983 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: The best thing yon can do 
today, planetary-wise, is to take a good look at your home 
and see just what ia required in order to build up more 
value to your property. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Handle fundamental affaire 
well and get your house in order as you wish it to be. In- 
vite friends into your home. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Fine day for running er- 
rands, doing marketing, shopping and later you can visit 
with good friends or relatives. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Come to right decisions 
about spending money for good purposes and to improve 
the value of your property. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) St down and 
figure out how to get your affairs in better order and-how 
you can earn more money. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Good day to am tact good 
friends and new acquaintances and exchange good ideas 
with them. Drive carefully today. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Get those outside tasks 
done so that you need no longer worry about them. L at er 
plan how to influential friends. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Good day to get out and 
gain the data you need or to make worthwhile new con- 
tacts. Use tact in communications. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Good day to plan your 
recreation wisely for today and in the future, and count 
1 the cost well Do necessary chores. 

. SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Give your atten- 
tion to family and home today and establish greater har- 
mony there. Socialize with friends. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) If yon show more in- 
terest in o there and their welfare, you gain good will and 
rnu\r* good friends. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You have mnch work 
to do today, so get it done efficiently. Ask advice of part- 
ners to get thing s done more quickly. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) A fine day for getting your 
talents perfected and profiting from them in the outside 
world. Please. a loved one. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY . . . he or she wffl 
know just -what is needed in order to be a success in life, 
but has to stop being so emotional and be more objective 
in order to get the right results. Give as fine an education 
as you can afford. 

“The Stars impel, they do not compeL” What you make 
of your life is largely up to you! 


THE Daily Crossword By Frank R. Jackson 


ACROSS 
1 Cuts off 
5 Woe Is ms 
9 Condition 

14 Iridescent 
gem 

15 Pool 

16 Billiard 
shot 

17 Mackerel- 
Uke fish 

18 Protozoan 

20 Don't give - 

21 Cannes, 
for one 

22 Peruvian 

25 Lowdown 
wiggtor 
27 Important 
periods 


29 — whiz! 

30 X marks It 
34 Guided 
36 Futcrom’s 

partner 

38 Slick 

39 Shake up 
41 Uncouth 
43 Prepared 

potatoes 


Dodger 
great 

46 Successful 
candid a tes 

47 Org. 

48 Haifa’s 
lanctabbr. 

49 Crew 
51 Lag feints 
S3 Ostrich 

product 

Yesterday's Puzzle Sofrad: 



56 Type of 
power 

60 Actor's 
concern 

62 Inrflans 

63 Hits the 
sUk 

65 Mongrel dog 

66 Unawares 

67 Variety 

68 Sleuth 
Wolfe 

69 Mysteries 

70 Gaete 

71 Poorly pro- 
portioned 

DOWN 

1 Regional 

2 Comiqueor 
bouffe 

3 Doctors’ - 
helpers 

4 Garment 
maker’s 
pattern 

5 Elec, units 

6 Vaults 

7 Place fen 
order 

B “A — of 
troubles” 

9 Play part 

10 Discretion 

11 Excerpt 
from 2D 

12 Journey 

13 Jane Austen 
heroine 

19 Manufacture 


24 Something 
to toss 

28 High 
hideaway 

28 CoDectkm 

30 Undarpref. 

31 Betting 
pool 

32 Baker's 


33 Kennedy 
andKreSgM 

34 Zhhrago’e 
love 

35 Pro t ec ti on 

37 Poetry 

38 Shuteye 

40 Sawbucfc 

42 WW II craft 

45 Certain 

muscle 

48 Move slowly 

50 Graduate 

51 Punts 

52 Certain 
HHganis 

54 Subway 
system 

55 Halt 
legaBy 

56 On — with 

57 Ban 

58 African 
port 

59 Aromatic 
spica 

61 Notad 
Italian 


64 Employ 
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WORLD 

Upper Volta coup successful 


ABIDJAN (R) — A paratroop captain sympathetic 
to the Libyan regime has seized power in a coup in 
Upper Volta, ousting moderate President Jean- 
Baptiste Ouedraogo, and diplomatic sources said 13 
people died in the fighting. 


Capi. Thomas Sankara, 34. who 
uas sacked as prime minister in 
\fay. set up a national rev- 
olutionary council after the coup 
Thursday night and appeared to 
be firmly in control. informed sou- 
rces in Ouagadougou said. 

The diplomatic sources, con- 
tacted in the Upper V'oltan capital 
by telephone from Abidjan, 
added that 15 people were wou- 
nded in the coup, including five 
members of a French family cau- 
ght in crossfire as they were lea- 
ving a restaurant by car. 

Capt. Sankara said in a radio, 
broadcast late Thursday night he 
had overthrown Mr. Ouedraogo 
because he represented the int- 
erests of "enemies of the people 
and neo-colonialism." 

He told local reporters that Mr. 
Ouedraogo, a 42-year-old army 
doctor, had been put under house 
arrest for his own security. 

Automatic gunfire was heard 
near the presidential palace Thu- 
rsday night, but informed sources 


said the coup appeared to have 
been carried out with surprising 
ease. 

Some ■ prominent military off- 
icers and civilians loyal to Mr. 
Ouedraogo. including trusted adv- 
iser Col. Gabriel Some Yorian, 
managed to evade arrest, the sou- 
rces said. 

The gunfire was heard in several 
districts of the sprawling Upper 
Voltan capital around 21 .30 GMT 
Thursday night, including around 
the national radio and television 
building, as well as the gen- 
darmerie (parliamentary police). * 

Moments later, a first com- 
munique read on the radio ann- 
ounced the overthrow of Mr. 
Ouedraogo, who himself seized 
power in November last year, ous- 
ting another military ruler. Col. 
Saye Zerbo. 

The Ouagadougou sources said 
the situation Friday was tense but 
quiet. The airport was closed to 
international traffic. 

Thursday night's coup is the 


fourth since this impoverished 
West African nation gained ind- 
ependence from France in 1960. 

Mr. Ouedraogo seized power 
with the avowed aim of ridding the 
country of corruption but soon a 
major split became apparent bet- 
ween leftist and moderate ele- 
ments within his ruling 120- 
member People's Salvation Cou- 
ncil (CSP). 

The rift came to a head in early 
May when Mr. Ouedraogo sacked 
Capt. Sankara for trying to rad- 
icalise the military process and 
drive Upper Volta into the Libyan 
sphere of influence. 

In June. Mr. Ouedraogo ord- 
ered the military back to barracks 
saying he would stay on to oversee 
a six-month process aimed at ret-* 
uming the country to civilian rule. 

He argued that the armed forces 
had become too politicised and 
said the handover would restore a 
healthier social climate. 

The move dashed the hopes of a 
group of younger officers, inc- 
luding Capt. Sankara, who looked 
to Libya for inspiration and gui- 
dance. 

It was Capt. Sankara's close 
links with the Libyan leader. Col. 
Muammar Qadhafi, which bro- 
ught the conflict out into the open. ' 

He travelled to Libya shortly 


after the November coup and inv- 
ited Col. Qadhafi to pay a return 
visit to Mr. Ouagadougou in late 
April, not bothering to advise Mr. 
Ouedraogo until shortly before 
the Libyan leader's plane landed 
at Ouagadougou Airport, acc- 
ording to reliable sources. 

Two weeks later. CapL Sankara 
was sacked and placed under arr- 
est along with other left-leaning 
officers. All were eventually set 
free in mid-June. 

After Thursday night's coup, 
Capt. Sankara addressed his cou- 
ntrymen on radio and denounced 
Mr. Ouedraogo and his military as 
a "group of dubious leaders and 
other bandits with stripes who 
have led the population astray and 
prevented it from joining the vic- 
torious revolution." 

A national revolutionary cou- 
ncil, whose make-up was not ann- 
ounced but is presumably led by 
Capt. Sankara, has been set up to 
replace Mr. Ouedraogo’s CSP. 

The radio asked the population 
to set up revolutionary defence 
committees at all levels. 

Upper Volta, with a population 
of 6.9 million, ranks among the 
world's poorest countries, with an 
annual per capita income of SI 80 
and no natural resources. 


Shultz details U.S. contingency 
plans for Honduran war games 


Sri Lankan Tamil party 
to discuss new legislation 


JAFFNA. Sri Lanka I R) — Mem- 
bers pt Sri Lanka's main minority 
party, the Tamil United Lib- 
eration From iTULFl.said Friday 
they would meet soon to decide 
their reaction to new legislation 
etfectively banning their party. 

The 1 6 TULF Members of Par- 
liament boycotted an overnight 
meeting of the 16S-seat assembly ‘ 
in Colombo which voted for a ban 
on separatist parties. 

Since 1976- TULF has been 
campaigning for a separate state 
for the island’s 2.5 million Tamils. 

Under the constitutional ame- 
ndment passed by Parliament 
early Friday. TULF members will 
have to swear allegiance to a uni- 
tary Sri Lankan state. 

It they refuse, their party, the 


largest' opposition group in the 
assembly, will be outlawed. 

TULF members said they 
would meet, within the next fehr 
days to decide on their future act- 
ion. 

Tamil blockade called off 

NEW DELHI (R> — A regional 
opposition party has called off a 
rail blockade, planned for Friday 
in the South Indian state of Tamil 
Nadu to protest against attacks on 
Tamils in Sri Lanka, the Press 
Trust of India (PTI> repotted. 

PT1 quoted DMK President M. 
Karunanidhi as saying the blo- 
ckade had become unnecessary in 
view of the central government's 
.suspension of train services. 


Nigeria to hold elections 


LAGOS «Ri — Nigeria Friday 
began a 24-hour countdown to 
presidential elections following an 
impressive show of police strength 
and an appeal for discipline 
among its 65 million-strong ele- 
ctorate. 

Columns of paramilitary police 
swept through the-capital. Lagos, 
and other major towns Thursday 
in an operation to deter trouble- 
makers from disrupting the poll. 
Nigeria's first civilian-run election 
in nearly. 2u years. 

The bustling capita) appeared 
calm, with a ban on electioneering 
which will remain in force until the 
polls close on Saturday evening. 

Corrugated iron polling booths 
were in place on the pavements 
and the Federal Electoral Com- 
mission < Fedeco i issued on com- 
prehensive election code. 

ft warned against offences ran- 
ging from the bearing of offensive 
weapons to decorating the face in 
a manner calculated to frighten 
voictv 


The electoral commission is 
organising a series of five polls 
over the next month to elect state 
and national administrations as 
well as a president. 

It ended its latest statement 
with an appeal for moderation. 

" Remember that no politician is 
worth dying for", it said in a ref- 
lection of widely-held fears that a 
heightened atmosphere on ele- 
ction day could set off clashes 
among supporters of the six com- 
peting parties. 

President Shehu Shagari of the 
National Party of Nigeria (NPN) 
returned Thursday to his northern 
home state of Soicoto. 

The authorities have Jeployed 
about 1 5U.ui hi regular aod par- 
amilitary police around the cou- 
ntry for election duty and alt- 
hough the intense, seven-month 
campaign has resulted in less vio- 
lence than expected, soldiers are 
standing by as a further pre- 
caution. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 

<r-l9S3 Tribune Company Syndicate. Inc. 

BID BOLDLY, THEN PLAY WELL 


North-South vulnerable. 
North deals. 

NORTH 

4K652 

* Void 

0 A SO 9 2 

* A Q 7 5 2 

WEST EAST 

* A 4 * Q J 10 9 

<JAKJ2 ? 10 8 7 3 
CQJ864307 

* 9 ♦ 10 8 4 3 

SOUTH 

* 873 

V Q 9 6 5 4 
0 K5 
+ K J6 
The bidding: 

North East Sooth Went 
1 ♦ Pasa 1 2 0 

Dble Pass 3 NT Dble 
Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of V . 

For a while we will be 
studying the technique of 
some of the world’s great 
players. The hands will be 
from the recent World Olym- 
piad, held in Biarritz, France. 

Our first hero is Tony Pri- 
day who, with his partner 
Claude Rodrigue, has been 
the mainstay of Britain's 
teams for the past 20 years. 


North’s double was for 
penalties, but Priday was not 
prepared to settle for a non- 
vulnerable set. Instead, he 
overbid tq game and then 
proceeded to make it. West’s 
double was predicated on the 
fact that the suits were going 
to break badly for declarer. 

West led the ace of hearts 
and shifted to his singleton 
club. Declarer won in hand 
and led a low spade. West 
played low and dummy's king 
won. Four club winners 
followed, and West found, 
himself under pressure. He 
sluffed three diamonds and 
the jack of hearts, but the 
writing was on the wall. 

West was thrown on lead 
with the ace of spades. He 
cleverly exited with a low 
diamond, in the hope that 
declarer would carelessly 
win with dummy's nine and 
so get his entries tangled. 
But Priday won the king, 
cashed the ace and tucked 
West back on lead with a dia- 
mond. The best that West 
could do was to cash the king 
of hearts and then present 
declarer with the queen of 
hearts and his ninth trick. 


Police hunt 2nd gunman 
after 7 guests, staff die in 
foiled Avignon hold-up 


AVIGNON. France (R) — Police 
were Friday questioning a man 
and searching for a second after an:- 
attempted hold-up at a luxury 
hotel went wrong, ending in an 
orgy of shooting which left seven 
dead in this historic southern city. 

Police said four guests and three 
employees were shot dead — the 
highest death toll in a robbery in 
France in living memory — when 
two men armed with a revolver 
and two nine-mm pistols burst 
into the four-star Sofitel in the 
heart of the picturesque tourist 
centre. 

They said the two bandits, who 
were not masked, ordered the rec- 
eptionist, a 23-year-old Dutch 
woman, to take them to the man- 
ager’s flat. Two guests, alerted by 
the noise, tried to intervene. 

Police said the bandits app- 
arently panicked, grabbing seven 
people hostage before shooting 
them in cold blood in three dif- 
ferent second- Door rooms. 

* They then tried to jump to fre- 
edom but ran into police. One pol- 
iceman was slightly injured as he 
battled to restrain one of the men, 
but the other managed to escape, 
police said. 


Police sealed off all roads lea- 
ding out of Avignon and said one 
. of the officers at the hotel had rec- 
ognised the man as he made his 
escape from the immediate vic- 
inity. Police said they believed the 
seoond attacker was still at large in 
Avignon. 

As experts sifted through the 
bloodstained rooms in the hotel 
for forensic evidence, police said 
the detained man had given his 
name as Jean Pons, but they bel- 
ieved this to be false. 

They said he was French but of 
North African extraction. Police 
said they had no doubts that the 
motive of the attack was robbery. _ 
Avignon is packed with foreign 
tourists, many of whom follow 
hotel advice and store valuables in 
hotel safes especially provided- 

The dead guests in Avignon 
identified by police included 
50-year-old Jean Andre. French 
consul in the -West German town 
of Saarbruecken on .holiday .in 
Avignon. 

The dead hotel staff were Nic- 
ole van Buuren from Bergen, in 
The Netherlands, Rene van Pool 
from Amsterdam, and Frenchman 
Paul Ansinelli. 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. tro- 
ops taking part in planned man- 
oeuvres in Central America will 
defend themselves and withdraw 
if hostilities erupt, according to 
Secretary of State George Shultz. 

“There is no intent to engage 
anybody actively. In fact, quite to 
the coatraiy." he told the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee 
Thursday in the White House's 
latest bid to win support for its 
controversial Central American 
policies. 

“If a hostile situation develops 
for some reason or another, our 
forces wQJ withdraw. They will 
defend themselves, but they will 
withdraw," Mr. Shultz said. 

Three naval carrier groups are 
en route to Nicaragua for tire mil- 
itary exercises and the first unit of 
ground forces --which will ult- 
imately total about 5,600 in 
mid- November — will reach Hon- 
duras in a few days, Vice Adm. 
Tom Bigley told the committee. 

During a two- and -a- half- hour 
appearance before the committee 
Mr. Shultz said the United States 
was not seeking to overthrow the 
Nicaraguan government even 
though it has accused the ruling 
Sandinistas of trying to export 
Marxism throughout the region. 

Mr. Shultz also assured uneasy 
Senators that the United States 


had not promised Honduras that it 
would defend it militarily if war 
broken out between Honduras 
and neighbouring Nicaragua. 

The Hondurans “certainly rea- 
lise we support them but we don't 
have a commitment or such to let 
them pull our trigger for them," he- 
said. 

Many Democratic critics have 
suggested that the Republican 
administration has breached U.S. 
law by despatching troops to a reg-. 
ion they consider a powder keg. 

But Mr. Shultz insisted: “Eve- 
rything we’re doing is legal.” 

Nicaragua secretive 

MANAGUA (R) — The Nic- 
araguan government has withheld 
press permits for journalists to 
witness Friday’s unloading of a 
Soviet freighter that President 
Reagan alleges is brin ging arms to 
the Sandinist regime. 

Reporters were told to refer 
back to the government press ce t n- ‘ 
tre later Friday but were given no 
guarantee passes would be issued 
for entry into the port of Coiinto, • 
,150 kilometres north of here, 
where the Alexander Ulyanov is 
moored. 

- President Reagan said last week 
the ship was carrying military hel- 
icopters while Nicaraguan aut- 


horities say it is bringing in general 
cargo, including construction and 

agricultural equipment. 

Commenting on the possibility 
that journalists might be denied 
access to the port, Nicaraguan off- 
icials said the government had no 
reason to prove anything to for-- 
eign countries, least of all the Uni- 
ted States. 

In an incident in international 
waters off Nicaragua's Pacific 
Coast at the weekend, the Uly- 
anov was called on to identify its 
cargo and destination by the USS 
Lynde McCormick, one of a patrol 
of U.S. warships currently man- 
oeuvring in the area. 

In a subsequent commentary*, 
the Soviet news agency TASS acc- 
used Washington of planning to 
mount a “piratical” blockade of 
Nicaragua. 

Nicaragua meanwhile den- 
ounced Washington's refusal to 
grant a S7.5 million loan request 
for the construction of rural sch- 
ools. 

Education Minister Carlos 
Tunnermann told a. Press con- 
ference here the request had been 
outstanding since 1978 but that 
Nicaragua received word from the 
U.S. Agency for International' 
Development ( U.S. AID ) last 
weekend that ft had finally been 
rejected. 


Police foil 
alleged IRA 
bomb attack 

BELFAST (R) — Police que- 
stioned six men Friday after pre- 
venting what they believe was an 
Irish guerrilla bomb strike against 
the main interrogation centre in 
British-ruled Northern Ireland. 

A police patrol arrested a man 
driving a milk truck Thursday 
after finding a large bomb hidden 
among crates and also seized two 
men in a following stolen amb- 
ulance they believe was to be in 
the getaway vehicle, a spokesman 
said. 

Police only stopped the truck 
after an angry motorist com- 
plained that it was shedding milk 
bottles on the road. Officers sped 
to the milk delivery man's home 
and found that he was being held 
captive by gunmen. Three more 
men were arrested. 

“We believe the target was Cas- 
tiereagh Interrogation Centre," a 
police spokesman said Friday. 

Violence erupted in Belfast 
early Friday when about 100 Cat- 
holic youths clashed with police, 
hurling stones and petrol bombs 
until they were dispersed by pla- 
stic bullets. 


Salvador colonel says 
rebels will attack soon 


CONCEPCION QUEZALT- 
EPQUE, El Salvador (R) — A 
senior Salvadorean army field 
commander Friday forecast that 
guerrillas would launch a major 
offensive soon. 

Col. Ramon Antonio Morales 
Ruiz, commander of the Fourth 
Infantry Brigade, said rebels 
would have to rally their forces 
and score a major victory in order 
to lure the government into talks. 

The guerrillas, who have often 
held the military initiative in El 
Salvador's three-and-a-half years 
of civil war. have been on the def- 
ensive since the onset of a nat- 
ionwide security drive in -June. 

Col. Morales Ruiz said: “From 
a military point of view, they will 
have to do something to maintain 
their international image as a fig- 
hting force. 

“They will regroup and try to- 
strike a big target to back their 
political objectives. They can’t 
push a dialogue without this." 

Hopes for a peaceful solution to ■ 
the country’s aril war were raised 
last weekend when special U.S. 
envoy Richard Stone met a gue- 
rrilla leader in Bogota. 


The guerrillas have made rep- 
eated calls for unconditional talks 
with the government to end the 
war. 

But military sources said the 
insurgents were on the defensive 
in the face of the army’s campaign, 
which weakened their bargaining 
power to bring government to the 
negotiating table. 

They added they expected a 
push by the guerrillas soon. 

Western diplomats have pri- 
vately disclosed similar analyses, 
but Col. Morales Ruiz's statement 
marked the first time this position 
was publicly advanced by a senior 
military officer. 

The colonel, who commands a 
2,000-man army drive through 
.the rugged Chalatenango Pro- 
vince, said President Reagan's 
order to step up the U.S. military 
; presence in Central America was a 
potent psychological weapon 
demoralising to the guerrillas. 

“The U.S. fleet which now lies 
off the coast of El Salvador. Hon- 
duras and Nicaragua and upc- 
oming military manoeuvres in 
Honduras worry the guerrillas.” 
Col. Moralez Ruiz said. 


Gritz presents 
skull, bones 


LOS ANGELES (R> — James 
( Bo i Gritz. who led a private raid 
into Laos to search for U.S. pri- 
soners of the Vietnam War. has 
handed over a skulL bones and 
other items he believes may bel- 
ong to missing servicemen.' Los 
Angeles district attorney Robert 
Philibosian said. 

He told a press conference Thu- 
rsday that the remains would be 
examined by the Los Angeles co- 
unty coroner, buc added: ”We 
must emphasise we have no pos- 
itive information these are rem- 
ains ol servicemen. ”• 

vlr. Philibosian said Li. Col.’ 
Gritz had declined to attend the 
press conference. 


S. Korea sinks northern 4 spy boat 9 


SEOLfL (R) — South Korean air- 
craft and patrol vessels Friday 
sank what the defence ministry 
described as an armed North Kor- 
ean spy boat near a nuclear power 
plant in one of the most serious 
Korean Peninsula incidents in 
recent years. 

General Lee Ki-Baek, joint mil- 
itary chief of staff, said in a sta- 
tement the bodies of three nor- 
thern commandos in frogmen's 
suits had been recovered along 
with parts of other bodies. 

A search was continuing at the 
scene of the incident about five 
kilometres off the southeastern' 
South Korean town of Wolsong, 
site of the nuclear power station. 

Gen. Lee said a South Korean 
coast guard vessel was damaged in ■ 
an exchange of fire with the spy 


boat, but there were no casualties 
on the southern side. 

A guard on shore spotted the 
boat early Friday and opened fire 
when it fled, he said, adding that 
the vessel went down in a joint 
air-sea operation. There was no' 
indication how big the boat was, 
how many people were aboard or 
exactly how ft was sunk. 

Friday’s clash came nine days 
after the 30th anniversary of the 
signing of the Korean War arm- 
istice on July 27, 1953. 

The incident was the most ser- 
ious at sea since nine North Kor- 
eans were killed in June, 1980, 
when an armed northern vessel 
was sunk off southwestern South 
Korea. 

Gen. Lee said that, in addition 
to the human remains, his forces 


recovered a rubber boat, an empty 
frogman’s suit, a radio tra- 
nsmitter. machine-gun amm- 
unition, binoculars and bits of mil- 
itary uniforms. 

He said the purpose of the spy 
boat infiltration was to disrupt the 
holding of such international con- 
ferences as the meeting of the Int- 
erparliamentary Union (IPU), to 
be held in Seoul in October, by 
creating unease in the South. 

Similar charges were made by 
President Chun Doo Hwan’s gov- 
ernment in June when three North 
Korean infiltrators were shot dead 
by South Korean forces while cry- 
ing to cross a river into the South, 
near the Demilitarised Zone 
(DMZ) separating the two cou- 
ntries. 


Greens 5 attack 
causes uproar 


BONN (R) — West German For- 
eign Minister Hans- Dietrich Gen- 
. sc her, in a telegram to U.S. Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz, 
expressed outrage Thursday over 
an incident in which a Greens 
Party parliamentarian threw 
blood at a U.S. general. 

The attack drew widespread 
condemnation from other political 
leaders and newspapers. 

Frank Schwalba-Hoth. a radical 
Greens deputy in the Hesse State 
Assembly, poured a bottle of his 
own blood over Gen. Paul Wil- 
liams during an official ceremony 
in honour of U.S. forces in the 
Hesse capital of Wiesbaden Wed- 
nesday. 


Crafty Craxi uses smiles and blue jeans to become premier 


ROME (R) — Driving ambition 
and adroit political manoeuvring 
have enabled Benedetto (Benino) 
Craxi to become, at 49. the first 
socialist prime minister in the his- 
tory of the Italian republic. 

Mr. Craxi. who was sworn in 
Thursday by President Sandro 
Pertini. took over an ailing Soc- 
ialist Party seven years ago and 
made it a force to be reckoned 
with even though it remains only 
the third largest party in the cou- 
ntry. 

He achieved this by playing off 
the two major parties which have • 
traditionally squeezed the 
socialists— the Christian Dem- 
ocrats to the right and the com- 
munists to the left. 

General elections on June 
26-27 left the socialists, who took 
just over 1 1 per cent of the vote, 
holding an effective balance of 
power. The Christian Democrats, 
who slumped to under 33 percent, 
were obliged to yield the pre- 
miership which they have nor- 
mally held. 

Asked by Mr. Pertini on July 2 1 
to try to form a government. Mr. 
Craxi showed an easy mastery of 
the complexities of Italian politics 
by rapidly negotiating a policy 
programme and cabinet list for a 


new five-party coalition gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Craxi. who comes from 
Milan, has tried to expand the soc- 
ialists into a vigorous, western- 
oriented party of anti-communist 
Social Democrats. 

Although he has never held a 
ministerial post, his success was 
recognised in an opinion poll Iasi 
year which listed only the Pope 
and Fiat chairman Gianni Agnelli 
as more powerful. 

But his attempts to swing his 
party to the right, and his unc- 
oncealed persona] ambitions, 
have made him enemies both wit- 
hin and outside his own ranks. 

Symbolically, Mr. Craxi abo- 
lished the Marxist hammer- 
and-sickle emblem of his party, 
replacing it with a red carnation. 

He himself has tried to cultivate 
a more international image than 
the many parochial figures of Ita- 
lian politics, becoming vice- 
president of the Socialist Int- 
ernational and interesting himself 
in world affairs from Eastern Eur- 
ope to South America. 

A massive figure standing l.yu 
metres tall, chubby-faced, bes- 
pectacled and almost bald, he is a 
natural gift to canoonists. 

A born politician. Mr. Craxi 



Bettino Craxi 

joined his party’s central com- 
mittee at 23 and became a Mem-' 
ber of Parliament for Milan at the 
age of 34. 

He was a d isciple of veteran soc- 
ialist Pietro Nenni. although the 
party elder statesman, recalling 
that fascist dictator Benito Mus- 
solini was once a socialist, is said to 
have warned on his deathbed of 
his authoritarian protege: “Stop. 
.Craxi.” 


Mr. Craxi chafed at his party’s 
stagnation in the 1960s and early 
70s and was the obvious choice for . 
secretary when Francesco de Mar- 
tino resigned after the ‘socialists' 
worst-ever showing in the 1976 
elections. 

He caused an immediate stir by 
firing half the party's hea- 
dquarters staff. 

His first major coup was in 1 97K 
when Christian Democratic Pre- 
sident Giovanni Leone resigned In 
a press scandal over his income tax 
returns. 

■ Mr. Craxi played a major role in 
securing the election of Sandro 
Pertini, an elderly socialist who 
went on to become the most pop- 
ular president in living memory. 

Mr, Pertini returned the com- 
pliment a year later by inviting Mr. 
Craxi to form a government dur- 
ing one of Italy’s cyclical political, 
crises. He failed after a 17-day 
effort but left little doubt that his 
time would come sooner or later. 

Armed with a party conference 
victory over his own left wing. Mr. 
Craxi the following year took the 
socialists into coalition with the 
Christian Democrats to give Italy 
its first majority government since 
1974. 

Mr. Craxi was widely credited. 


with bringing down the same gov- 
ernment just over a year later, in 
1 9X1 . by pointedly absenting him- 
self from a crisis meeting called to 
discuss the scandal of the secret P2 
Masonic lodge. 

It was Mr. Craxi again who pre- 
cipitated this year's election by 
pulling the socialists out of ano- 
ther coalition government led by 
Christian Democrat Amintore 
Fanfani. 

In both cases, his motive seems 
to have been to give himself ano- 
ther shot at the premiership, even 
though, due to a convention that 
party secretaries do not hold cab- 
met posts, he has no experience in 
government. 

.Mr. Craxfs disputes with the 
Christian Democrats have not 
pushed him into alliance with the' 
communists despite communist 
leader Enrico Berlinguefs c alls 
for a "democratic alternative" of 
the left. 

Although on close terms with 
France’s socialist President Fra- 
ncois Mitterrand. Mr. Craxi has 
been .discouraged from any 
French-style Socialist-Communist 
pact by the knowledge that his 
party is much smaller than the 
communists, contrary to the sit- 
uation in France. 



Solidarity members 
form exiles’ core 


WARSAW (R) - A total of 
2357 opposition activists, mainly 
members of the banned trade 
union Solidarity, emigrated from 
Poland with their families during 
rhe martial law period, a gov- 
ernment official said in an int- 
erview Friday. Gen. Rudolf 
Rusin, head of the interior min- 
istry passport office, told the wee- 
kly newspaper Polityka nearly 
6.300 internees and opposition 
activists applied to leave and the 
authorities issued 5.727 passports. 
Many people were unable to leave 
because Western states did not 
give them a visa, the general said. 
Western countries initially refused 
to take any ex-internees, saying 
this would effectively condone a 
policy of expelling unwanted cit- 
izens. 

Thatcher’s surgery 
complete success 

LONDON (R) — British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher will 
probably leave hospital Saturday 
following an operation that saved 
the sight of her right eye. her sur- 
geon said Friday. Mrs. Thatcher. 
-57. ate a good breakfast Friday in 
her darkened room in a private 
clinic at Windsor, near London, 
after surgery on Wednesday to 
repair a tear in her retina. “She is 
extremely well." said eye surgeon 
- Richard Packard, who had earlier 
pronounced the operation a com- 
plete success after secret laser 
beam surgeiy last Sunday had fai- 
led. 


Lesotho car bomb 
aimed at premier 

MASERU, Lesotho (R'l — A car 
bomb which exploded in the Les- 
otho capital Thursday was aimed 
at Prime Minister Chief Leabua * 
Jonathan and missed him by sec- 
onds, a government spokesman 
said Friday. An investigation had 
shown that the car in which the 
bomb was planted was parked on 
the route taken by the prime min- 
ister’ s convoy as he was being dri- 
ven to his official residence during 
the lunch hour, the spokesman 
said. The investigation had also 
confirmed that the car was reg- 
istered in South Africa, he said. 

Filipino exile leader 
postpones return 

NEWTON. Massachusetts (R) — 
Filipino opposition leader Ben- 
igno S. Aquino Jr. said he had 
made a deal with the government 
of President Ferdinand Marcos 
not to return to the Philippines 
until Aug. 21. Mr. Aquino, who 
had hoped to go home on Friday, 
said he decided to delay his return 
■after receiving a cable from Def- 
ence Minister Juan Ponce Enrile 
on T uesday and speaking wiih fri- 
ends in Manila by telephone Thu- 
rsday. Mr. Aquino. 5u. a former 
senator and main political opp- 
onent of President Marcos, said 
the cable asked him to wait a 
month before trying to get back to 
the Philippines. 

•Raped’ man fails 
to convince jury 

SAN DIEGO. California! Rj — A 
man who claimed he killed a 
woman in self-defence after she 
had raped him was found guilty of 
manslaughter. A lawyer for 25- 
year-old Clifford Stone said his 
client had bludgeoned Rosemarie 
McNeil. 30. to death with- a rock 
out of pure fear and terror after 
she had raped him and threatened 
to kill him. Stone had said he was a 
homosexual at the time of the inc- 
ident in 19NU. But a Superior 
Court jury in San Diego convicted 
Stone of manslaughter. 

‘Preserved’ aircraft 
found in Greenland 

COPENHAGEN (Rj — A U.S. 
salvage team has discovered eight 
U.S. World War II aircraft emb- 
edded under 25 metres of ice in 
Greenland. Danish military sou- 
rces said Friday. The team located 
the planes, two B-l 7 bombers and 
six P-38 fighters, in a glacier 160 
kilometres inland from Ang- 
magssalik on Greenland's east 
coast. The aircraft made eme- 
rgency landings on the site in July 
1942 after running out of fuel en 
route from the United States to 
Europe. ' 




